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Commercial, Light Industrial, and Institutional Development Review

One of the ways communities can easily implement physical activity considerations is to establish criteria that works within the framework of the existing development review process.  For example, during the County’s pre-development or pre-application meeting processes, preliminary site and building plans could be reviewed against physical activity criteria to encourage applicants to consider pedestrian and bicycle friendly design principles.  Unless specifically required within the development standards, physical activity considerations would be considered recommendations only and not mandatory for applicants.  Physical activity considerations during the development review process could include:
Site Planning

· Does the development include pathways connecting parking areas and/or sidewalks to building entries?
· Are there safe pedestrian circulation routes within parking areas?
· Are sidewalks improvements included that connect to adjacent properties and or/developments?
· Does the proposal include clearly defined pathways connecting parking areas and sidewalks to building entries?
· Will pedestrian/vehicular conflicts be created as a result of the proposal?

· Have there been attempts to minimize the number of curb cuts and driveways in high pedestrian/bicycle areas such as through the use of shared driveway access?

· Are there treatments near building entries such as outdoor seating, planters, lighting, signage, etc that help guide pedestrians to the entry?
· Are bicycle racks provided?

· Are outdoor public spaces provided for:

· Social Gathering
· Employee Respite
· Recreation
· Is adequate lighting provided near pedestrian areas—such as pathways and building entries?
Building Design

· Does the proposal include clearly identifiable building entries?

· Is weather protection provided in areas with high pedestrian activity?

· Where mixed use is appropriate, active first floor uses such as retail, services, and entertainment

· Human scaled buildings and spaces

· For large employers, have showers been provided for employees?

· Have Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles been integrated into the proposal? For example:
· Are there any dark corners or obscured locations?
· Visibility of the site from buildings (windows/doors) and the street?
Off-site Considerations

· What is the nearest bus stop or transit facility near the site?

· For employment areas: are there restaurants or lunch establishments in walking distance?
Multi-family Residential Development Review
Site Planning

· Does the proposal include clearly defined pathways connecting parking areas and sidewalks to building entries?
· Does the development provide for usable open space or contribute a larger system of parks, trails and open space?

· If open space is provided on site, does it contain usable features such as play equipment, places to relax, or trails?

· Are sidewalks improvements included that connect to adjacent properties and or/developments?
· Have there been attempts to minimize the number of curb cuts and driveways in high pedestrian/bicycle areas such as through the use of shared driveway access?

· Will pedestrian/vehicular conflicts be created as a result of the proposal?

· Is adequate lighting provided near pedestrian areas—such as pathways and building entries?
Building Design

· Does the proposal include clearly identifiable building entries?

· Have Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles been integrated into the proposal? For example:
· Are there any dark corners or obscured locations?

· Visibility of the site from buildings and the street?

Off-site Considerations

· What is the nearest bus stop or transit facility near the site?

· Is the development located within walking or biking distance of schools?
Single Family Subdivisions

· Does the subdivision provide for usable park/recreation areas?

· Does the subdivision include non-motorized linkages within the subdivision and connecting to adjacent developments?

· Does the subdivision provide for an interconnected street system?  Where cul de sacs are proposed, does the proposal include through block pedestrian connections to facilitate pedestrian/bicycle movement?
· Is the development located within walking or biking distance of schools?

· Does the proposal include the integration of stormwater facilities as an amenity—i.e. a trail around stormwater ponds (as opposed to a barrier)?

Public Works/Infrastructure Project Review
Review public works/infrastructure projects with physical activity and non-motorized improvements in mind. Ideally, this review should occur at or before the 30% and 60% design phases, before improvements are finalized and submitted for permits.  This could include projects such as roadway improvements, utility/infrastructure projects, and stormwater detention facilities. Some of the key issues to consider include:
· Within identified priority areas, were non-motorized improvements such as sidewalks, pathways, or bike lanes included?
· Does the proposal create barriers to physical activity?

· Does the proposal create unnecessary vehicular/non-motorized conflicts?

· Where feasible, are stormwater facilities designed to integrate trails or other non-motorized amenities?
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