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Professional licensing of military spouses  
relocating to Washington: ESSB 5969 (2011 
session), provides provisions for Secretary 
regulated professions, Boards and Commis-
sions to adopt expedited credentialing process-
es for qualified military spouses or registered 
domestic partners holding an out-of-state cre-
dential of equal, or substantial equivalency to 
this state’s requirements.  

Agency Reference Link:  Chapter 18.340 RCW 

Military Souses  ‐ Professional CredenƟaling 

 

Military spouses or registered domestic 
partners occupational licensing status    
during displacement outside Washington 
SB 6290 <http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/
summary.aspx?bill=6290&year=2011>                            
since 2011, makes the same inactive license 
status available for spouses and domestic  
partners of military personnel who are         
deployed or transferred out of state. 

While away, military spouses don’t need to 
pay annual renewal fees, and can more easily 
reinstate the credential when they return. We 
began implementing rules in early 2013.  

Things you should know as a Military Service Member, Veteran, Eligible Spouse or  

Domestic Partner: 

Evaluating military training and experience 
toward meeting licensing requirements in 
medical professions ESSB 5307 <http://
apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?
bill=5307&year=2011> enacted in 2011, is a 
complex bill that impacts 22 or more health   
professions. This bill provides that the military 
training and experience for these professions sat-
isfies the  licensing requirements unless the de-
partment finds it is not substantially equivalent.                                                                                              
The Department of Health is committed to:               

 Identifying the various military healthcare 
occupations that are equivalent to         
Washington state professions. 

 Creating a military to civilian “crosswalk” 
and other tools to identify equivalent        
professions and skill levels. 

 Identifying gaps in military training that can 
be closed through additional courses. 

 Partnering with educational institutions in 
order to offer programs and courses that   
address these gaps. Specifically, we’re   
looking at options to address gap(s) without 
having professionals repeat training or      
experience on the civilian side that they got 
in the military. 

Define Your Future 
Education Resources  

                                    

Mission - Create, direct, and manage superior 
education solutions designed to enrich Service 
members and veterans by providing leadership 
and support through effective partnerships 
across the Department of Defense and          
education community. 

Military Students and Veterans          
American Council on Education (ACE) 

Council on Occupational Education    

 

Post 9/11 GI BILL Student Handouts, Bro-
chures, AND Regulations 

Defense Activity for Non-Traditional            
Education Support (DANTES) provides            

Education Support to Department of               

 

Post 9/11 GI BILL Student Handouts, Bro-
chures, AND Regulations 
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