
 

 

 

Medical Quality Assurance Commission 
Commission Meeting Agenda 

February 12-13, 2015 
 

Department of Health 
310 Israel Road SE 

Tumwater, Washington 98502 
(360) 236-2750 

 

Thursday – February 12, 2015 

Closed Session 

8:00 a.m.-Noon 
8:00 a.m.-Noon 

Case Reviews – Panel A 
Case Reviews – Panel B 

152 
153 

Open Sessions 

10:00 a.m. The Aging Physician Workgroup Meeting 131 

12:30 p.m. Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) Updates 
Chris Baumgartner, PMP Director, Washington Department of 
Health  

152 & 153 

Closed Session 

1:30 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 

Case Reviews – Panel A 
Case Reviews – Panel B 

152 
153 

Open Session 

4:00 p.m. Policy Committee Meeting Room 131 

Agenda Items Presented By: 
Aging Physician Workgroup 
An update will be provided on the workgroup’s efforts and recent developments. 

Thomas Green, MD 

Authorization for Investigation, MD2015-0x 
Discussion of draft guidelines for the Committee’s consideration. 

Mike Farrell 

Preventing Wrong Site, Wrong Procedure, and Wrong Person Surgery, MD 
2011-08 
Discussion of current policy and possible revisions.  

Mike Farrell 

Reducing Medical Errors:  Developing Commission Case Studies for Hospitals 
and Other Entities, MD2012-04 
Discussion of current policy and possible revisions. 

Mike Farrell 

Endorsement of Just Culture Principles to Increase Patient Safety and Reduce 
Medical Errors, MD2014-06. 
Discussion of current policy and possible revisions. 

Mike Farrell 

Referrals to Washington Physicians Health Program (WPHP) 
Discussion of this issue and possibly developing a related policy. 

Mimi Winslow 

Practitioners Using Medical Marijuana 
Discussion of this issue and possible development of a related policy.  

Mimi Winslow 
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Friday – February 13, 2015 

Open Session 

8:00 a.m. – 10 a.m. Business Meeting 152 & 153 

1.0 Chair Report  

2.0 Consent Agenda 
 Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine agency matters 

and will be approved by a single motion without separate discussion.  If 
separate discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and placed on the regular Business Agenda. 

Action 
 

    2.1 Minutes – Approval of the January 9, 2015 Business Meeting minutes. Page 19 

    2.2        Agenda – Approval of the February 13, 2015 Business Meeting agenda. 
   2.3        Ratification of Licenses: Physician, Limited Physician and Physician Assistant license  
                 numbers issued from January 9, 2015 through February 12, 2015. 

3.0 Old Business  

 3.1 Maintenance of Licensure Task Group 
William Gotthold, MD, will provide an update on the task group’s 
efforts and recent developments. 

Update 

 3.2 Physician Assistant (PA) Rules  
Daidria Pittman, Program Manager, will provide an update of 
rulemaking activities regarding Substitute House Bill (SHB) 1737. 

Update 

 3.3 Suicide Prevention Rules 
Richard Brantner, MD will provide an update on rulemaking activities 
related to Engrossed Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 2315, suicide 
prevention training requirements. 

Update 

 3.4 Sexual Misconduct Rules 
Richard Brantner, MD, chair of the Sexual Misconduct Rules 
Committee, will provide draft rule language for consideration and 
possible approval by the Commission. 

Action 

 3.5 Reduction of Medical Errors (ROME) Committee  
Mark Johnson, MD will provide an update of the committee’s 
activities. 

Update 

 3.6 Electronic Health Record (EHR) Committee 
Mark Johnson, MD will provide an update on the committee’s 
activities. 

Update 

4.0 New Business  

 4.1 30,000 Licensee 
The Commission will celebrate the 30,000th licensee with the signing 
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of a commemorative license. 

 4.2 Outstanding Performance Awards 
Melanie de Leon, Executive Director; Teresa Landreau, Legal Unit 
Manager; and Denise Gruchalla, Chief Investigator, will present the 
Outstanding Performance Awards to Commission staff. 

 

 4.3 Petitions for Rulemaking 
Review and discussion of the following petitions for possible 
rulemaking:  

Action 

  NEW RULE: Require publication of the identity of all respondents 
regarding complaints filed against their professional licenses, not 
just those respondents with disciplinary action. 

Page 27 

  NEW RULE: Require appointees to licensing boards to adhere to 
the ethical principles of RCW 42.52 Ethics in Public Service. 

Page 29 

  NEW RULE: Improve emergency room care while discouraging use 
of emergency departments by addicts to obtain prescription 
narcotics and other drugs of abuse and dependence. 

Page 31 

  NEW RULE: Whistleblower protection for health care professionals 
who report or expose possibly untoward events or practices in 
health care. 

Page 33 

  NEW RULE: Extend time limit for complainant request for 
reconsideration disciplinary authority from 30 days to 60 days or 
more. 

Page 35 

  NEW RULE: Add marijuana products to “drugs” reported to 
Prescription Monitoring Program. 

Page 37 

  NEW RULE: Require appointees to licensing boards to divulge 
memberships in and financial gains from businesses and 
organizations. 

Page 39 

  AMEND: WAC 246-08-400 – Reference to “pages” is obsolete. 
“Basic office visit” does not exist as a medical procedure. Address 
digital media. 

Page 41 

  AMEND: WAC 246-470-050 – Allow access to the Prescription 
Monitoring Program by forensic examiners conducting 
independent medical examinations for third parties like Labor and 
Industries, insurers, litigation, employers and others. 

Page 45 

5.0 Public Comment 

The public will have an opportunity to provide oral comment to the 
Commission. 

 

10 minutes 
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6.0 Committee Reports 10 minutes 

 6.1 Policy Committee 
Ms. Winslow, Chair, will report on items discussed at the Policy 
Committee meeting held on January 8, 2015.  

Report/Action 

   Aging Physician Workgroup  

   Authorizing Investigations, MD2015-0X Page 3 

   Preventing Wrong Site, Wrong Procedure, and Wrong Person 
Surgery, MD 2011-08 

Page 7 

   Reducing Medical Errors:  Developing Commission Case Studies 
for Hospitals and Other Entities, MD2012-04 

Page 13 

   Endorsement of Just Culture Principles to Increase Patient 
Safety and Reduce Medical Errors, MD2014-06. 

Page 15 

   Referrals to Washington Physicians Health Program (WPHP)  

   Practitioners Using Medical Marijuana  

7.0 Member Reports  

8.0 Staff Member Reports 10 minutes 

 8.1 Executive Director   
 8.2 Assistant Attorney General  
 8.3 Deputy Executive Director   
 8.4 Operations Manager  
 8.5 Program Manager  
 8.6 Projects Manager   
 8.7 Medical Consultant  
 8.8 Legal Manager  
 8.9 Chief Investigator  
 8.10 Policy Development Manager  

 8.11 Performance and Outreach Manager  

9.0 Adjournment of Business Meeting  

Open Session 

10:15 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 

Compliance Appearances – Panel A 
Compliance Appearances – Panel B 

152 
153 

Page 49 
Page 51 

12:00 – 12:30 Lunch 152 & 153 
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Open Session 

12:00 p.m. Reduction in Medical Errors Committee Meeting 153 

Review draft policy to replace the following documents: 

 Preventing Wrong-Site, Wrong-Procedure, and Wrong-Person Surgery  MD2011-08 

 Reducing Medical Errors:  Developing Commission Case Studies for Hospitals and Other Entities  
MD2012-04 

 Endorsement of Just Culture Principles to Increase Patient Safety and Reduce Medical Errors, 
MD2014-06. 

Open Session 

1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 

Compliance Appearances – Panel A 
Compliance Appearances – Panel B 

152 
153 

   

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting notice was sent to individuals requesting 
notification of the Department of Health Medical Quality Assurance Commission meetings.  

Times and Order:   

 The Aging Physician Workgroup Meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on February 12, 2015.  

 The Policy Committee Meeting will begin at 4:00 p.m. on February 12, 2015 until all agenda items 
are complete.  

 The Business Meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. on February 13, 2015 until all agenda items are 
complete.  The Business Meeting will end by 10:00 a.m.  The Commission will take public 
comment at the Business Meeting.  

 The Reduction in Medical Errors Committee Meeting will begin at 12:00 p.m. on February 13, 
2015 until all agenda items are complete.  

This agenda is subject to change.  

Accessibility:  These meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities.  Special aids and services can be 
made available upon advance request.  Advance request for special aids and services must be made no 
later than February 9, 2015.  If you wish general information about this meeting, please call the program 
at 360-236-2727.  If you need assistance with special needs and services, you may leave a message with 
that request at 1-800-525-0127 or, if calling from outside Washington State, call (360) 236-4052.  TTY 
users dial 711 for Washington State Relay Service.  If you need assistance due to a speech disability, 
Speech-to-Speech provides human voices for people with difficulty being understood.  The Washington 
State Speech-to-Speech toll free access number is 1-877-833-6341.  Smoking is prohibited at these 
meetings. 

 


