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Governor’s AIDS Council will assess impact of new Medicare prescription drug benefit

          The Governor’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (GACHA) will get an update at it’s March 14th meeting on how Medicare’s new prescription drug benefit is impacting those with HIV/AIDS. HIV case managers from across the state, physicians, pharmacists, as well as representatives from the Department of Health, Washington State Health Insurance Pool, and the Evergreen Health Insurance program will brief council members. Community members are also invited to attend and share their experiences with the new benefit.

          The new Medicare benefit (Medicare Part D) took affect January 1st.  Hundreds of state residents with HIV/AIDS who previously were on Medicaid were to be automatically enrolled in the new benefit. Hundreds more, who receive prescription drugs through the state’s Early Intervention Program or the Washington State Health Insurance pool have been informed they too must enroll in the new benefit.

          GACHA has previously urged changes and revisions to the drug benefit and will update those recommendations as a result of this meeting.

          GACHA meets on Tuesday, March 14th in the Rainier Room of the Red Lion Hotel at Seattle-Tacoma Airport, 18220 International Blvd South. The Prescription Drug Benefit discussion is scheduled between 9:30 - 11:00 AM. A complete agenda is attached.
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