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Governor’s AIDS Council will hold public forum in Bellingham

(Olympia) — The Governor’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (GACHA) is inviting the public to a forum on HIV in Bellingham on Tuesday, September 12. The meeting will focus on whether HIV prevention and care services in Whatcom, Island, San Juan, Skagit and Snohomish counties are meeting the needs of residents. The state Department of Health will present the latest demographic trends of HIV and AIDS in those counties. The forum will look at how local governments and community-based organizations can work cooperatively with Native American communities on HIV issues.
GACHA’s HIV Forum will take place between 8:30 AM and Noon at the Best Western Lakeway Conference Center, 714 Lakeway Drive in Bellingham. Free parking is available.
Dr. Jeffrey Schouten, chairman of the council, says GACHA is looking forward to meeting with area residents. “HIV is a continuing, but changing epidemic,” says Schouten. “We are constantly monitoring the state’s response to HIV and AIDS. We’re anxious to hear from local residents on whether prevention messages are effective and if all those who need medical care for HIV are able to obtain it. This is particularly important with the recent changes in the Medicare program, which impacts those with HIV who are disabled,” said Schouten. “We’re also looking forward to learning how local governments and others can work with the Native American communities on these issues,” he added.

GACHA’s Bellingham HIV Forum is the latest in a series of public discussions the council has had across the state on HIV issues.
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