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Governor’s AIDS Council to focus on emerging trends of new HIV infections among high-risk youth
OLYMPIA -- The Governor’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (GACHA) will focus on emerging trends in HIV infections among high-risk youth at a public forum in Spokane on Tuesday, September 9, 2008. The forum, “Preventing the Second Wave While Caring for the First” will include a presentation by state epidemiologists on the latest trends in HIV infections, both in the Inland Empire and statewide.  The council will also hear the personal stories of several young people infected or at risk of HIV. The public is encouraged to attend and take part in the forum as council members seek to determine whether current prevention strategies to combat HIV are working and whether those already infected are receiving appropriate services.

The chairman of the council, Dr. Jeffrey Schouten, warns young people at high risk for HIV infection, particularly young gay men, are in danger of being part of a second wave of HIV infections. “What we’ll hear Tuesday is disturbing,” said Schouten.  “This new generation needs to know they’re at risk and that HIV infection is not just another sexually transmitted disease. While new drugs are prolonging lives, an HIV infection is still a life-threatening condition. At a minimum it will complicate the rest of your life and can still lead to an early death,” Schouten warned.

The public forum is 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 9, 2008, at the Spokane Regional Health District, West 1101 College Avenue, Room 140.

The meeting agenda is attached.

(Editor’s Note: In order to protect the privacy of young persons appearing at the forum, members of the media will be requested to abide by certain restrictions. Please check in with GACHA staff at the forum for more information.)
