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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6171

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senator Prentice)
READ FI RST Tl ME 04/ 19/ 09.

AN ACT Rel ating to savings in prograns under the supervision of the
departnent of health; anmendi ng RCW 43. 20. 050, 43. 20. 240, 70.119A 020,
70. 119A. 050, 70.119A 060, 70.119A 130, 64.44.070, 70.54.220, 70.54. 220,
70.104. 030, 70.104.050, 70.56.020, 70.56.030, and 70.56.040; providing
an effective date; providing an expiration date; and declaring an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.20.050 and 2007 ¢ 343 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The state board of health shall provide a forum for the
devel opment of public health policy in Wshington state. It is
authorized to recommend to the secretary neans for obtaining
appropriate citizen and professional involvenment in all public health
policy formulation and other matters related to the powers and duties
of the departnent. It is further enpowered to hold hearings and
expl ore ways to inprove the health status of the citizenry.

(a) At least every five years, the state board shall convene
regional forums to gather citizen input on public health issues.

p. 1 SSB 6171. SL
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(b) Every two years, in coordination with the devel opnent of the
state biennial budget, the state board shall prepare the state public
health report that outlines the health priorities of the ensuing
bi ennium The report shall

(1) Consider the citizen input gathered at the foruns;

(11) Be developed with the assistance of |ocal health departnents;

(ti1) Be based on the best available information collected and
reviewed according to RCW 43.70.050 ((and—recommendations—i+rom—the
counci b)),

(1v) Be developed with the input of state health care agencies. At
| east the followng directors of state agencies shall provide tinely
recommendations to the state board on suggested health priorities for
t he ensuing biennium The secretary of social and health services, the
health care authority adm nistrator, the insurance comm ssioner, the
superintendent of public instruction, the director of [|abor and
i ndustries, the director of ecology, and the director of agriculture;

(v) Be used by state health care agency adm nistrators in preparing
proposed agency budgets and executive request | egislation;

(vi) Be submtted by the state board to the governor by January 1st
of each even-nunbered year for adoption by the governor. The governor,
no later than March 1st of that year, shall approve, nodify, or
di sapprove the state public health report.

(c) In fulfilling its responsibilities under this subsection, the
state board may create ad hoc commttees or other such commttees of
limted duration as necessary.

(2) In order to protect public health, the state board of health
shal | :

(a) Adopt rules for group A public water systens, as defined in RCW
70.119A. 020, necessary to assure safe and reliable public drinking
water and to protect the public health. Such rules shall establish
requi renents regarding:

(i) The design and construction of public water systemfacilities,
i ncl udi ng proper sizing of pipes and storage for the nunber and type of
cust omers;

(1i) Drinking water quality standards, nonitoring requirenents, and
| aboratory certification requirenents;

(ii1) Public water system managenent and reporting requirenents;

SSB 6171. SL p. 2
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(iv) Public water system planning and energency response
requi renents;

(v) Public water system operation and nmai nt enance requirenents;

(vi) Water quality, reliability, and managenent of existing but
i nadequat e public water systens; and

(vii) Quality standards for the source or supply, or both source
and supply, of water for bottled water plants((-)) ;.

(b) Adopt rules as necessary for group B public water systens, as
defined in RCW 70.119A.020. The rules shall, at a mninum establish
requi renents regarding the initial design and construction of a public
water system  The state board of health rules nmay waive sone or all
requirenents for_ group B public water systenms_with fewer than five
connecti ons;

(c) Adopt rules and standards for prevention, control, and
abatenent of health hazards and nui sances related to the disposal of
wastes, solid and liquid, including but not limted to sewage, garbage,
refuse, and other environnental contam nants; adopt standards and
procedures governi ng the design, construction, and operation of sewage,
garbage, refuse and other solid waste collection, treatnent, and
di sposal facilities;

(((ey)) (d) Adopt rules controlling public health related to

environmental conditions including but not Iimted to heating,
lighting, ventilation, sanitary facilities, cleanliness and space in
all types of public facilities including but not limted to food

service establishnents, schools, institutions, recreational facilities
and transi ent accommodati ons and in places of work;

((€))) (e) Adopt rules for the inposition and use of isolation and
guar anti ne;

((y)) (f) Adopt rules for the prevention and control of
i nfectious and noni nfectious di seases, including food and vector borne
illness, and rul es governing the recei pt and conveyance of remains of
deceased persons, and such other sanitary matters as admt of and nmay
best be controlled by universal rule; and

((6)) () Adopt rules for accessing existing databases for the
pur poses of perform ng health rel ated research.

(3) The state board shall adopt rules for the design, construction,
installation, operation, and maintenance of those on-site sewage

p. 3 SSB 6171. SL
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systens with design flows of less than three thousand five hundred
gal | ons per day.

(4) The state board may del egate any of its rul e-adopting authority
to the secretary and rescind such del egated authority.

(5) Al local boards of health, health authorities and officials,
officers of state institutions, police officers, sheriffs, constables,
and all other officers and enpl oyees of the state, or any county, city,
or township thereof, shall enforce all rules adopted by the state board
of health. In the event of failure or refusal on the part of any
menber of such boards or any other official or person nentioned in this
section to so act, he or she shall be subject to a fine of not I|ess
than fifty dollars, wupon first conviction, and not |ess than one
hundred dol | ars upon second convi cti on.

(6) The state board may advise the secretary on health policy
i ssues pertaining to the departnent of health and the state.

Sec. 2. RCW43.20.240 and 1999 ¢ 153 s 56 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall have primary responsibility anong state
agencies to receive conplaints frompersons aggrieved by the failure of
a public water system If the remedy to the conplaint is not within
the jurisdiction of the departnent, the departnent shall refer the
conplaint to the state or Ilocal agency that has the appropriate
jurisdiction. The departnent shall take such steps as are necessary to
informother state agencies of their primary responsibility for such
conpl aints and the inpl enenting procedures.

(2) Each county shall designate a contact person to the departnent
for the purpose of receiving and follow ng up on conplaint referrals
that are within county jurisdiction. In the absence of any such
designation, the county health officer shall be responsible for
performng this function.

(3) The departnent and each county shall establish procedures for
providing a reasonable response to conplaints received from persons
aggrieved by the failure of a public water system

(4) The departnment and each county shall use all reasonable efforts
to assist custoners of public water systens in obtaining a dependabl e
supply of water at all times. The availability of resources and the
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public health significance of the conplaint shall be considered when
determ ning what constitutes a reasonable effort.

(5) The departnment shall, in consultation with |ocal governnents,
water utilities, water-sewer districts, public utility districts, and
other interested parties, develop a booklet or other single docunent
that will provide to nmenbers of the public the follow ng information:

(a) A summary of state and local |aw regarding the obligations of
public water systens in providing drinking water supplies to their
cust omers;

(b) A sunmary of the activities, including planning, rate setting,
and conpliance, that are to be perforned by both local and state
agenci es;

(c) The rights of custonmers of public water systens, including
identification of agencies or offices to which they nay address the
nmost conmon conpl aints regarding the failures or inadequacies of public
wat er systens.

This bookl et or docunment shall be available to nenbers of the
public no later than January 1, 1991.

Sec. 3. RCW70.119A. 020 and 1999 c 118 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unless the context <clearly requires otherwise, the followng
definitions apply throughout this chapter:

(1) "Departnment" neans the departnent of health.

(2) "G oup A public water systeni’ neans a public water systemwth
fifteen or nore service connections, regardless of the nunmber of
people; or a system serving an average of twenty-five or nore people
per day for sixty or nore days within a calendar year, regardless of
the nunber of service connections; or a system serving one thousand or
nore people for two or nore consecutive days.

(3) "Goup B public water systent neans a public water systemthat
does not neet the definition of a group A public water system

(4) "Local board of health" neans the city, town, county, or
district board of health.

((63))) (5) "Local health jurisdiction" nmeans an entity created
under chapter 70.05, 70.08, or 70.46 RCWwhich provides public health
services to persons wthin the area.

p. 5 SSB 6171. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNMNMNMNMNMNNMNPEPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPRERPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O W DN BEe o

((4)y)) (B6) "Public water systeni neans any system excluding a
system serving only one single-famly residence and a systemw th four
or fewer connections all of which serve residences on the sane farm
providing water for human consunption through pipes or other
constructed conveyances, including any collection, treatnent, storage,
or distribution facilities under control of the purveyor and used
primarily in connection with the system and collection or pretreatnent
storage facilities not under control of the purveyor but primarily used
in connection with the system including:

(a) Any collection, treatnent, storage, and distribution facilities
under control of the purveyor and used primarily in connection with
such system and

(b) Any collection or pretreatnent storage facilities not under
control of the purveyor which are primarily used in connection with
such system

((65))) (7)) "Oder" nmeans a witten direction to conply with a
provi sion of the regul ati ons adopted under RCW 43. 20. 050(2) (a) and (b)
or 70.119.050 or to take an action or a series of actions to conply
with the regul ati ons.

((€6))) (8) "Purveyor" nmeans any agency or subdivision of the state
or any nunicipal corporation, firm conpany, nutual or cooperative
associ ation, institution, partnership, or person or any other entity,
that owns or operates a public water system It also neans the
aut hori zed agents of any such entities.

((6H)) (9) "Regulations" neans rules adopted to carry out the
pur poses of this chapter.

((68))) (10) "Federal safe drinking water act" neans the federa
safe drinking water act, 42 U S.C. Sec. 300f et seq., as now in effect
or hereafter anended.

((9)) (11) "Area-wide waivers" neans a waiver granted by the
departnment as a result of a geographically based testing program
meeting required provisions of the federal safe drinking water act.

((28)y)) (12) "Local health officer” neans the legally qualified
physi ci an who has been appointed as the health officer for the city,
town, county, or district public health departnent.

((xH)) (13) "Person" includes, but is not |imted to, natura
per sons, muni ci pal cor porations, gover nnent al agenci es, firnms,

SSB 6171. SL p. 6
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par t ner shi ps. It also neans the authorized agents of any such
entities.

((22)) (14) "Public health enmergency"” neans a declaration by an
aut hori zed health official of a situation in which either illness, or
exposure known to cause illness, is occurring or is inmnent.

((+£3))) (15) "Secretary" neans the secretary of the departnent of
heal t h.

((24)y)) (16) "State board of health" is the board created by RCW
43. 20. 030.

Sec. 4. RCW70.119A. 050 and 1993 ¢ 305 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each l|ocal board of health that is enforcing the regulations
{ { yrder—an—agreerent—wth—the —departnent—atbocating—state—and—toeal
respoenstbity)) regarding public water systens is authorized to inpose
and collect civil penalties for violations within the area of its
responsibility under the sane limtations and requirenents inposed upon
t he departnent by RCW 70. 119A. 030 and 70. 119A. 040, except that judgnent
shal|l be entered in the nanme of the | ocal board ((fand})) and penalties
shall be placed into the general fund of the county, city, or town
operating the | ocal board of health.

Sec. 5. RCW70.119A. 060 and 1995 ¢ 376 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) ((+n—order)) To assure safe and reliable public drinking water
and to protect the public health((+)) >

(a) Public water systens shall conply with all applicable federal,
state, and local rules; and

(b) G oup Apublic water systens shall:

(((8))) (i) Protect the water sources used for drinking water;

((b)y)) (ii) Provide treatnent adequate to assure that the public
health is protected;

((€e)y)) (iii) Provide and effectively operate and nmaintain public
wat er systemfacilities;

(())) (iv) Plan for future growmh and assure the availability of
safe and reliable drinking water;

p. 7 SSB 6171. SL
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((€e))) (v) Provide the departnent with the current nanes,
addresses, and telephone nunbers of the owners, operators, and
energency contact persons for the system including any changes to this
information, and provide to wusers the nanme and twenty-four hour
t el ephone nunber of an energency contact person; and

((6)) (wvi) Take whatever investigative or corrective action is
necessary to assure that a safe and reliable drinking water supply is
continuously available to users.

(2) No new public water system nay be approved or created unless:
(a) It is owed or operated by a satellite system managenent agency
establ i shed under RCW 70. 116. 134 and the satellite system nanagenent
system conplies wth financial viability requirenments of the
departnent; or (b) a satellite nmanagenent systemis not avail able and
it is determned that the new system has sufficient managenent and
financial resources to provide safe and reliable service. The approval
of any new system that is not owned by a satellite system managenent
agency shall be conditioned upon future managenent or ownership by a
satellite systemmnagenent agency, if such managenent or ownership can
be made with reasonabl e econony and efficiency, or upon periodic review
of the system s operational history to determne its ability to neet
the departnment's financial viability and other operating requirenents.
The departnent and local health jurisdictions shall enforce this
requi renent under authority provided under this chapter, chapter
70.116, or 70.05 RCW or other authority governing the approval of new
wat er systens by the departnent or a local jurisdiction.

(3) The departnent and | ocal health jurisdictions shall carry out
the rules and regul ations of the state board of health adopted pursuant
to RCW 43.20.050(2) (a) and_(b) and other rules adopted by the
departnent relating to public water systens.

Sec. 6. RCW70.119A 130 and 1995 ¢ 376 s 9 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Local governnents mnmay establish separate operating permt
requirenents for public water systens provided the operating permt
requi renents have been approved by the departnent. The depart nment
shall not approve |ocal operating permt requirenents unless the |ocal
systemw || result in an increased | evel of service to the public water

SSB 6171. SL p. 8
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system There shall not be duplicate operating permt requirenents
i nposed by | ocal governnents and t he depart nent.

(2) Local governnents may establish requirenents for group B public
water systenms in addition to those established by rule by the state
board of health pursuant to RCW43.20.050(2) or other rules adopted by
the departnent, provided that the requirenents are at |east as
stringent as the state requirenents.

Sec. 7. RCW®64.44.070 and 2006 c¢ 339 s 207 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of health shall pronul gate rul es and standards
for carrying out the provisions in this chapter in accordance wth
chapter 34.05 RCW the adm nistrative procedure act. The |ocal board
of health and the |ocal health officer are authorized to exercise such
powers as may be necessary to carry out this chapter. The departnent
((shal)) may provide technical assistance to |ocal health boards and
health officers to carry out their duties under this chapter

(2) The departnent shall adopt rules for decontam nation of a
property used as a |aboratory for the production of controlled
substances and nethods for the testing of porous and nonporous

surfaces, groundwater, surface water, soil, and septic tanks for
contam nation. The rules shall establish decontam nation standards for
hazardous chemicals, including but not limted to nethanphetam ne,

| ead, nmercury, and total volatile organic conpounds.

(( hre—dep e 2 don : egar di ng + ndependen

er—Admni-stratton—of—background —checks—for—thi+rd—party—sanpler
appH-cants—and
) —Fhe—denial——suspensi-on-—or—revocation—of-—independent—thi+rd
| T o
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Sec. 8. RCW70.54.220 and 1988 ¢ 276 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

All persons licensed or certified by the state of Washington to
provi de prenatal care or to practice nedicine shall provide information
regarding the use and availability of prenatal tests to all pregnant

wonen in their care ((wthinthetimeHmtspreseribed—bydepartrent
| L I o ard blished | I Les)).

Sec. 9. RCW70.54.220 and 2008 ¢ 56 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

((5)) Al persons licensed or certified by the state of
Washington to provide prenatal care or to practice nedicine shall
provide information to all pregnant wonen in their care regarding:

(((8))) (1) The use and availability of prenatal tests; and

(()y)) (2) Using objective and standardi zed information: (()))
(a) The differences between and potential benefits and risks involved
in public and private cord bl ood banking that is sufficient to allow a
pregnant wonan to nmake an i nforned deci sion before her third trinester
of pregnancy on whether to participate in a private or public cord
bl ood banking program and ((&+))) (b) the opportunity to donate, to
a public cord bl ood bank, blood and tissue extracted fromthe placenta
and unbilical cord follow ng delivery of a newborn child.

(H%—ﬂm%%ﬁmmH&%HﬁHH%lw%%%ﬁw%AMAHQ_M%&@#%%

Sec. 10. RCW 70.104.030 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 357 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of health ((shakb)) may investigate al
suspected human cases of pesticide poisoning and such cases of
suspected pesticide poisoning of animals that may relate to human
illness. The departnent shall establish tine periods by rule to

SSB 6171. SL p. 10
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determ ne investigation response tine. Tinme periods shall range from
i mediate to forty-eight hours to initiate an investigation, dependi ng
on the severity of the case or suspected case of pesticide poisoning.

In order to adequately investigate such cases, the departnent shal
have the power to:

(a) Take all necessary sanples and hunan or ani mal tissue specinens
for diagnostic purposes: PROVIDED, That tissue, if taken froma living
human, shall be taken from a living human only with the consent of a
person legally qualified to give such consent;

(b) Secure any and all such information as may be necessary to
adequately determ ne the nature and causes of any case of pesticide
poi soni ng.

(2) The departnent shall ((+-—by—rule—adopted—pursuant—to—the
. . ) 3 ) SOV i .

I . : I I . : Les. NE I :
the —prevention—of —any —recurrence —of —poi-soning—and —the —departrent
shalH)) imediately notify the departnent of agriculture, the
departnent of |abor and industries, and other appropriate agencies of
the results of 1its investigation for such action as the other
departnents or agencies deem appropriate. The notification of such
investigations and their results may include recomendations for
further action by the appropriate departnent or agency.

Sec. 11. RCW70.104.050 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 359 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent of health shall investigate human exposure to
pesticides according to the degree of risk that the exposure presents
to the individual and the greater population as well as the level of
fundi ng appropriated in the operating budget, and in order to carry out
such investigations shall have authority to secure and analyze
appropriate speci nens of human tissue and sanpl es representing sources
of possi bl e exposure.

Sec. 12. RCW 70.56.020 and 2008 ¢ 136 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature intends to establish an adverse health events
and incident notification and reporting system that is designed to
facilitate quality inprovenent in the health care system inprove

p. 11 SSB 6171. SL
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patient safety, assist the public in making informed health care
choi ces, and decrease nedical errors in a nonpunitive manner. The
notification and reporting system shall not be designed to punish
errors by health care practitioners or health care facility enpl oyees.

(2) When a nedical facility confirns that an adverse event has
occurred, it shall submt to the departnent of health:

(a) Notification of the event, wth the date, type of adverse
event, and any additional contextual information the facility chooses
to provide, within forty-eight hours; and

(b) Areport regarding the event within forty-five days.

The notification and report shall be submtted to the departnent
using the internet-based system established under RCW 70.56.040(2) if
the systemis operational.

(c) A nedical facility may anend the notification or report within
si xty days of the subm ssion.

(3) The notification and report shall be filed in a format
specified by the departnent after consultation with nedical facilities
and the i ndependent entity if an independent entity has been contracted
for under RCW 70.56.040(1). The format shall identify the facility,
but shall not include any identifying information for any of the health
care professionals, facility enployees, or patients involved. This
provi sion does not nodify the duty of a hospital to nake a report to
the departnment of health or a disciplinary authority if a licensed
practitioner has commtted unprofessional conduct as defined in RCW
18. 130. 180.

(4) As part of the report filed under subsection (2)(b) of this
section, the nmedical facility nust conduct a root cause anal ysis of the
event, describe the corrective action plan that will be inplenented
consistent wth the findings of the analysis, or provide an expl anation
of any reasons for not taking corrective action. The departnent shal
adopt rules, in consultation wth nedical facilities and the
i ndependent entity if_ an independent entity has been_ contracted for
under RCW 70.56.040(1), related to the form and content of the root
cause analysis and corrective action plan. 1n developing the rules,
consideration shall be given to existing standards for root cause
anal ysis or corrective action plans adopted by the joint comm ssion on
accreditation of health facilities and other national or governnent al
entities.

SSB 6171. SL p. 12
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(5) If, inthe course of investigating a conplaint received froman
enpl oyee of a nmedical facility, the departnent determnes that the
facility has not provided notification of an adverse event or
undertaken efforts to investigate the occurrence of an adverse event,
the departnment shall direct the facility to provide notification or to
undertake an i nvestigation of the event.

(6) The protections of RCW 43.70.075 apply to notifications of
adverse events that are submtted in good faith by enpl oyees of nedical
facilities.

Sec. 13. RCW70.56.030 and 2007 ¢ 259 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall:

(a) Receive and investigate, where necessary, notifications and
reports of adverse events, including root cause anal yses and corrective
action plans submtted as part of reports, and comunicate to
i ndividual facilities the departnent's conclusions, if any, regarding
an adverse event reported by a facility;

(h)y ((Previde—tothe Vashington—stategualbitytorum-estabb-shed—in
RCW 41.05.029 such information from the adverse health events and
Hetdents—reports—pade—under—this—echapter—as—the—departyent—and—the

based—rettcine——and—pattent—satety——Any—shared—nformati-on—nust—be
aggregated — and — not — Hdent-y — an — badivrdual — redbeal —faet- Hby——As
de%e#n+ned—by—%he—depa#%nen%—and—Phe—Vﬁsh+ng%eﬂ—skape—qua#%%y—#@#uﬁf

£{€y)) Adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this chapter.

(2) The departnent may enforce the reporting requirenents of RCW
70.56. 020 using its existing enforcenent authority provided in chapter
18.46 RCWfor childbirth centers, chapter 70.41 RCWfor hospitals, and
chapter 71.12 RCWfor psychiatric hospitals.

Sec. 14. RCW 70.56.040 and 2008 ¢ 136 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) To the extent funds are appropriated specifically for this
pur pose, the departnent shall contract with a qualified, independent
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entity to receive notifications and reports of adverse events and
incidents, and carry out the activities specified inthis section. In
establishing qualifications for, and choosing the independent entity,
t he department shall strongly consider the patient safety organization
criteria included in the federal patient safety and quality inprovenent
act of 2005, P.L. 109-41, and any regul ations adopted to inplenent this
chapter.

(2) If an independent entity is contracted for under subsection (1)
of this section, the independent entity shall:

(a) In collaboration with the departnent of health, establish an
i nternet-based system for nedical facilities and the health care
wor kers of a nedical facility to submt notifications and reports of
adverse events and incidents, which shall be accessible twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week. The systemshall be a portal to report
both adverse events and incidents, and notifications and reports of
adverse events shall be immediately transmtted to the departnent. The
system shall be a secure system that protects the confidentiality of
personal health information and provider and facility specific
information submtted in notifications and reports, i ncl udi ng
appropriate encryption and an accurate neans of authenticating the
identity of users of the system \Wen the systembecones operational,

medi cal facilities shall submt all notifications and reports by neans
of the system

(b) Collect, analyze, and eval uate data regardi ng notifications and
reports of adverse events and incidents, including the identification
of performance indicators and patterns in frequency or severity at
certain nedical facilities or in certain regions of the state;

(c) Devel op recommendations for changes in health care practices
and procedures, which may be instituted for the purpose of reducing the
nunber or severity of adverse events and incidents;

(d) Directly advise reporting nedical facilities of inmmediate
changes that can be instituted to reduce adverse events or incidents;

(e) | ssue reconmendat i ons to medi cal facilities on a
facility-specific or on a statewi de basis regardi ng changes, trends,
and inprovenents in health care practices and procedures for the
purpose of reducing the nunber and severity of adverse events or
incidents. Prior to issuing recomendations, consideration shall be
given to the follow ng factors: Expectation of inproved quality of

SSB 6171. SL p. 14



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwWwWMNDNDNDMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNMNDNMDMNMNMNMNMDNEPRPPRPEPRPERPEPRPEPRPERPPRPRE
0O N O A W NPEFP O OOLuNOD O P WNPEPEOOoOOWwNO O~ owdhNDeEe. o

care, i npl ementation feasibility, other relevant inplenentation
practices, and the cost inpact to patients, payers, and nedical
facilities. Statew de recommendations shall be issued to nedical
facilities on a continuing basis and shall be published and posted on
a publicly accessible web site. The recommendati ons made to nedica

facilities under this section shall not be considered mandatory for
| i censure purposes unless they are adopted by the departnent as rules
pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW and

(f) Monitor inplenentation of reporting systens addressing adverse
events or their equivalent in other states and nake recommendations to
t he governor and the | egislature as necessary for nodifications to this
chapter to keep the system as nearly consistent as possible wth
simlar systens in other states.

(3)(a) The independent entity shall report no | ater than January 1,
2008, and annually thereafter in any year that an i ndependent entity is
contracted for under subsection (1) of this section to the governor and
the legislature on the activities under this chapter in the preceding
year. The report shall include:

(1) The nunber of adverse events and incidents reported by nedi cal
facilities, in the aggregate, on a geographical basis, and a summary of
actions taken by facilities in response to the adverse events or
i nci dents;

(ti) In the aggregate, the information derived from the data
col | ected, including any recogni zed trends concerning patient safety;

(ii1) Recommendations for statutory or regul atory changes that may
hel p i nprove patient safety in the state; and

(tv) Information, presented in the aggregate, to i nformand educate
consuners and providers, on best practices and prevention tools that
medi cal facilities are inplenenting to prevent adverse events as well
as other patient safety initiatives nedical facilities are undertaking
to pronote patient safety.

(b) The annual report shall be nade avail able for public inspection
and shall be posted on the departnent's and the independent entity's
web site.

(4) The independent entity shall conduct all activities under this
section in a manner that preserves the confidentiality of facilities,
docunents, materials, or information mnade confidential by RCW
70. 56. 050.

p. 15 SSB 6171. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13

14
15

16
17
18
19

(5) Medical facilities and health care workers my provide
notification of incidents to the independent entity. The notification
shall be filed in a format specified by the independent entity, after
consultation with the departnent and nedical facilities, and shall
identify the facility but shall not include any identifying information
for any of the health care professionals, facility enployees, or
patients involved. This provision does not nodify the duty of a
hospital to nmake a report to the departnent or a disciplinary authority
if a licensed practitioner has commtted unprofessional conduct as
defined in RCW 18.130.180. The protections of RCW43.70.075 apply to
notifications of incidents that are submtted in good faith by
enpl oyees of nedical facilities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. Section 8 of this act expires July 1, 2010.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. Section 9 of this act takes effect July 1,
2010.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 17. Except for section 9 of this act, this act
is necessary for the imrediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety, or support of the state governnent and its existing

public institutions, and takes effect i medi ately.

Passed by the Senate April 26, 2009.

Passed by the House April 26, 20009.

Approved by the Governor My 14, 20009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 18, 20009.
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