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• Vaccine Response Director Updates 

• Vaccination Data Update 

• Vaccine Science Advisory Workgroup Update 

• COVID Variants & Vaccine

• Discussion

COVID-19 Vaccine Response Agenda



COVID Vaccine Program Updates

SHEANNE ALLEN, MPH, MCHES
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard
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CDC Three Week Allocation Projections
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We are currently in Phase 1B tiers 3 and 4 of 
vaccine distribution

People 16 years or older with 2 or more co-
morbidities or underlying conditions

All people 60 years and older

People, staff, and volunteers in certain 
congregate living settings: correctional 
facilities; group homes for people with 
disabilities; settings where people 
experiencing homelessness live or access 
services

High-risk critical workers* in certain 
congregate settings: agriculture, fishing vessel 
crews, food processing, grocery store/food 
bank, corrections (prisons, jails, detention 
centers), court of law, public transit, remaining 
first responders, restaurants, food services, 
construction, and manufacturing

People 16 years or older who are pregnant 
or have a disability that puts them at high risk 
for severe COVID-19 illness

All people 50 and older who live in a 
multigenerational household

All workers in health care settings

Educators and school staff for pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade and child care workers

People who live or work in long-term care 
facilities

*Work in an enclosed space around other 
people and cannot maintain physical distance.

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/
VaccineInformation/AllocationandPrioritization

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/VaccineInformation/AllocationandPrioritization
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Working towards updating and completing Phase 1B Tier 2-4 

o Scheduling links for vaccines

o Employer clinics

o Mobile teams

o Mass Vax

o Pharmacies

Continuing to work with LHJs and community partners on collaborating 

o Agricultural/Food Production Plan 

o Maritime

o Corrections

o Homebound

o People experiencing homelessness

o Many more 

Ongoing Focused Vaccine Distribution Plans
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1. Engage communities to inform vaccine prioritization and planning

2. Integrate a pro-equity approach into vaccine allocation and distribution

3. Prioritize allocation and support to providers who effectively serve 
disproportionately impacted communities

4. Invest in trusted community leaders, messengers and organizations

5. Ensure all communications, education and outreach efforts are culturally and 
linguistically appropriate and accessible

6. Strengthen the public health system’s ability to center communities in vaccine 
outreach and access

7. Foster opportunities for collaboration

8. Support a trauma-informed approach to vaccine conversations

Vaccine Equity Strategies
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• Provide language access services

• Ensure accessibility for people with disabilities

• Have an equity-informed extra doses plan

• Partner with trusted community organizations and leaders

• Conduct intentional and culturally responsive outreach to disproportionately 
impacted communities

• Apply Washington Tracking Network, Information by Location Mapping Tool: COVID-
19 Social Vulnerability Index - recorded training available

• Learn about other vaccine equity strategies – extended hours, weekend 
appointments, etc.

• Washington State Hospital Association’s Strategies for Equity in Vaccine

Example pro-equity strategies for providers

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/LanguageAccessPlanningTool.pdf
https://disasterstrategies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WA-DOH-Access-Checklist-for-Vaccination-Sites.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources#EmergencyUsePlan
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/wtn/WTNIBL/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqXDeEnWfps
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-121-VaccineEquityStrategies.pdf
http://www.wsha.org/wp-content/uploads/Strategies-for-Equity-in-Vaccine_PDF_final.pdf
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Ensure equitable access to vaccine by intentionally allocating to pro-equity providers and 
sites and supporting implementation of pro-equity strategies.

Pro-equity providers & sites Providers & sites implementing pro-equity strategies

• Providers located in census tracks with a social 
vulnerability index of 7+ 

• Community health centers 
• Tribal vaccination partners 
• Urban Indian Health Programs 
• Free health clinics 
• LHJ clinics
• Providers who serve Medicaid or Medicare patients 
• Employer-based clinics that reach workers 

disproportionally impacted by COVID-19
• Critical access hospitals and other providers providing 

critical access in rural and/or underserved areas
• Small, local, and rural community pharmacies
• Rural Health Clinics
• Long term care facilities
• Correctional facilities

• Providers who integrate pro-equity strategies into their 
operations, planning, and clinics
• Community based scheduling
• Language access

• Mobile vaccination efforts 
• Community-specific pop-up sites 
• And other providers or sites at the recommendation of 

communities 
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National Guard, Nurse, and Contracted Mobile Teams

o The purpose of mobile teams is to provide access to vaccination for communities 
with proven difficulty reaching other modalities. 

o Capabilities for such teams range from as low as 10-20, to mass vaccination efforts 
over 1000.

o This service is intentionally aligned with underserved communities and SVI to 
increase vaccination equity.

o Mobile teams can be provided by request of LHJ via the WEBEOC

o Team is working on developing more contracts to expand this effort

Mobile Clinics
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Mass Vaccination Sites

As of: 4/14/2021 8:00 PM

POD/V Today Total

Benton County Fairground 1,287 58,648

Spokane Arena 1,414 46,860

Chelan County Toyota Town Center 487 45,318

Clark County Fairground 1,850 61,697

Mobile Team Five 0 9,856

Mobile Nurse teams 0 1,096

Mobile Team Six 379 1,846

Mobile Team Seven 130 1,861

Todays Total: 5,547

Total Residents Vaccinated: 227,182
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• ACIP did not make recommendation to CDC, so pause initiated by CDC & FDA will 
continue. 

• Rare serious signal, outcomes were poor, want to focus on signal refinement. 

• 1 million doses in women and age group in last two weeks.

• Strong feeling among ACIP that vaccine serves important role, we are in middle of 
pandemic, there are other options and available doses in US, so conclusion from 
ACIP, without vote, that we continue the pause for about a week with request we 
meet again next Th/Fr with more robust risk/benefit analysis on hospitalization and 
deaths v. additional risk of CBST. And identify potentially more cases.

Emergency ACIP Meeting – J&J vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-04.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-04.html
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Emergency ACIP Meeting – J&J vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-04.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-04.html


Washington State Department of Health | 23

Emergency ACIP Meeting – J&J vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-04.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-04.html


https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2021/han00442.asp

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2021/han00442.asp


https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2021/han00442.asp

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2021/han00442.asp


Vaccine Science Advisory Workgroup 

KATHY BAY DNP, RN, CENP



COVID Variants & Vaccine

KRISANDRA ALLEN, MPH, MB(ASCP)CM
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SARS-CoV-2 Variants

o Background and summary of variants

oVariant of interest

oVariants of concern

oVariants of high concern

oVariant surveillance plan

oVariant surveillance data



Washington State Department of Health | 29

Background of variants

o Viruses constantly change through mutation, and 
new variants of a virus are expected to occur 
over time

o Sometimes new variants emerge and disappear 

o Other times, new variants emerge and persist

o Multiple variants of the virus that causes COVID-
19 have been documented in the United States 
and globally during this pandemic
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SARS-CoV-2 Variant Classifications 
and Definitions

Variant of 
Interest

Variant of 
Concern

Variant 
of High 
Concern
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Variants of Interest

o Specific genetic markers that are predicted to affect 
transmission, diagnostics, therapeutics, or immune escape

o Evidence that demonstrates it is the cause of an increased 
proportion of cases or unique outbreak clusters

o Limited prevalence or expansion in the US or in other countries
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Variants of Interest

Lineage Designation First Detected Predicted attributes

B.1.526 New York/November 
2020

• Potential reduction 
in neutralization by 
monoclonal 
antibody treatments

• Potential reduction 
in neutralization by 
convalescent and 
post-vaccination 
sera

B.1.525 New York/December 
2020

P.2 Brazil/April 2020
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Variants of Concern

o Evidence of impact on diagnostics, 
treatments, and vaccines

oWidespread interference with diagnostic 
test targets

oEvidence of substantially increased 
resistance to one or more class of therapies

oEvidence of significant decreased 
neutralization by antibodies generated 
during previous infection or vaccination

oEvidence of reduced vaccine-induced 
protection from severe disease

o Evidence of increased transmissibility

o Evidence of increased disease severity
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Variants of Concern

Lineage Designation First Detected Known attributes

B.1.1.7 United Kingdom • ~50% increased 
transmission

• Likely increased severity 
based on hospitalizations 
and case fatality rates 6

• Minimal impact on 
neutralization by EUA 
monoclonal antibody 
therapeutics 7, 14

• Minimal impact on 
neutralization by 
convalescent and post-
vaccination sera
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Variants of Concern

Lineage 
Designation

First Detected Known attributes

P.1 Japan/Brazil • Moderate impact on neutralization by 
EUA monoclonal antibody therapeutics

• Reduced neutralization by 
convalescent and post-vaccination sera

B.1.351 South Africa • ~50% increased transmission
• Moderate impact on neutralization by 

EUA monoclonal antibody therapeutics
• Moderate reduction on neutralization 

by convalescent and post-vaccination 
sera
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Variants of Concern

Lineage 
Designation

First Detected Known attributes

B.1.427/
B.1.429

California • ~20% increased transmissibility
• Significant impact on neutralization by 

some, but not all, EUA therapeutics
• Moderate reduction in neutralization using 

convalescent and post-vaccination sera
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Variants of High Consequence

o Demonstrated failure of diagnostics

o Evidence to suggest a significant reduction in 
vaccine effectiveness, a disproportionately 
high number of vaccine breakthrough cases, 
or very low vaccine-induced protection 
against severe disease

o Significantly reduced susceptibility to multiple 
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) or 
approved therapeutics

o More severe clinical disease and increased 
hospitalizations

Currently there are no SARS-CoV-2 variants that rise to the 
level of high consequence
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Sentinel Surveillance

oRepresentative sample from across the state

o Selected clinical labs will submit specimens to sequencing 
labs

oWill allow statewide estimates of proportions of variants

oGoal of at least 5% of confirmed cases sequenced

Sequencing Plan in Washington
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Targeted Sequencing

oVaccine breakthrough cases in which the individual is 
fully vaccinated (≥14 days have elapsed between the 
final vaccine dose and the specimen collection date). 

oAny suspected reinfection case. A suspected 
reinfection case is defined as a repeat PCR positive 
test ≥90 days after the initial PCR positive test. 

oUnusual clinical presentations of COVID-19, such as 
critical illness or death in a previously healthy child or 
young adult, unusual symptoms or laboratory findings, 
or other unusual cases identified by clinicians. 

Sequencing Plan in Washington
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Targeted Sequencing (continued)

oAny individual reporting international travel in the 14 days 
prior to symptom onset (or specimen collection date if the 
individual is asymptomatic).

oSuspected cases of zoonotic transmission

oOutbreaks with a suspected variant of concern

Sequencing Plan in Washington
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Washington State Variants of Concern

DOH Publishes a SARS-CoV-2 sequencing and variants report 
weekly

Found on the reporting dashboard

ohttps://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDash
board

Direct link

■https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coron
avirus/data-tables/420-316-
SequencingAndVariantsReport.pdf

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/DataDashboard
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/data-tables/420-316-SequencingAndVariantsReport.pdf
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Variants Detected in Washington

Name
Area of 

emergence
CDC 

designation

Cumulative 
Washington 

cases detected

Earliest 
specimen 
collection 

date

Most recent 
specimen 
collection 

date

B.1.1.7
United 

Kingdom
Variant of 
concern

500 2020-11-13 2021-03-29

B.1.351 South Africa
Variant of 
concern

22 2021-01-29 2021-03-29

P.1 Brazil
Variant of 
concern

34 2021-02-05 2021-03-26

B.1.427 California
Variant of 
concern

206 2020-12-11 2021-03-26

B.1.429 California
Variant of 
concern

1,049 2020-11-30 2021-03-29

B.1.526 New York
Variant of 
interest

13 2021-01-21 2021-03-27

B.1.525 New York
Variant of 
interest

18 2021-02-05 2021-03-26

P.2 Brazil
Variant of 
interest

16 2021-01-28 2021-03-26
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Number of specimens sequenced and percent 
of Washington State confirmed COVID-19 cases
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SARS-CoV-2 Lineages in Washington State

*Sequenced specimens are not a random selection of all COVID-19 cases in Washington 
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Report Future Plans

o Continue to add new variants of concern and interest as CDC 
updates the variant list

o Add information about sequencing results for vaccine 
breakthrough cases 
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• What additional questions do you have from the presentations?

• What are you hearing from providers about COVID vaccination? 

• What are provider educational needs?

• What would be helpful to support provider needs?

Discussion Questions



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 


