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DOH Flu Campaign for 2021-22

o Execution is underway for a 
flu vaccination health 
promotion and education 
campaign for the 2021-22 
season

o Campaign will build upon 
last year’s Knock Out Flu: 
Think of it as Essential 
campaign, with a new call 
to action slogan: Think of it 
as Your Best Defense.
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DOH Flu Campaign for 2021-22

Strategy and messaging to address the following key 
areas:

o Mobility and socialization

■ In-person school learning has resumed

■ Holiday gatherings are expected this year

■ Travel has resumed

o COVID-19 & Flu Vaccine Co-administration

■ Both COVID-19 and flu vaccines can be received in the 
same day

♦ Seize upon the convenience of offering both

o Behavior change

■ Renewed importance to resume vaccination in those who 
skipped doses last year



Washington State Department of Health | 6

Priority Population Focus

The following key demographics require renewed focus:

o Younger children (coverage declined 8% in 6 months –
4 years of age in WA last season)

o Black & African American audiences (all ages)

o Hispanic/Latinx (all ages)

o American Indian and Alaskan Native peoples and 
tribes (all ages)

o Pregnant people

o Persons of any age with underlying health conditions

♦ lung disease

♦ asthma

♦ heart disease

♦ weakened immune systems

♦ diabetes
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Communication Goals

Awareness Engagement Education

• Community-based 
vaccine locations 
for convenient 
access

• Convenience of 
co-administration 
of both flu and 
COVID-19 vaccine

• Flu/COVID-19 are 
both a real threat, 
neither is “gone”

• Drive traffic to 
campaign 
website for 
activity reports, 
resources and 
vaccination 
locations

KnockOutFlu.org

• Flu/coronavirus 
are not the same 
thing

• Flu vaccine does 
not protect you 
against COVID-
19 disease

• Increased 
severity of illness 
in younger 
children due to 
last season’s lack 
of exposure

• Flu activity is 
unpredictable

http://www.knockoutflu.org/
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Partner Toolkit Updated Material

Email Guidance

Custom signature blocks

Sample emails

Graphics

Radio/Phone 

Script

Scripts tied to 
campaign messaging

Suitable for on-hold 
phone messaging for 
organizations and 
clinics

Postcard 

Template

4x6 size

Customizable for 
inclusion of 
logo/affiliation 
graphics

Fliers/Posters

8.5” x 11” 
printable PDF 
resource for clinics

Color and B&W 
options

Customizable 

Social Media

Sample social media 
messages and 
graphics for a variety 
of audiences and 

ages

Drop-in blog and 

articles (Bilingual)

Pre-written articles for 
high-risk individuals, 
older adults, schools, 
uninsured & 

underinsured adults, 
health care workers

  

  

toolkits.knockoutflu.org

http://toolkits.knockoutflu.org/
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Additional Promotion & Education Efforts

• Joint DSHS/DOH flu & pneumococcal vaccination letter 
to LTCF urging vaccination of staff and residents

• Watch Me Grow (Formerly Child Profile) direct flu 
brochure physical mailings to families of younger 
children

• COVID-19 media vendor partner beginning combined 
flu and COVID-19 vaccination messaging online

• DOH social media, newsletters, partner emails, webinars 
and direct letters to providers (General & OB/GYN)

• IACW, LHJ and WSMA presentations ongoing to maintain 
consistent messaging

• Business and Employer flu vaccination in the workplace 
CDC toolkit promotion 

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/rcs/documents/multiple/021-09-17-1.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/8200/348-093-FluBro-en-L.pdf
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Questions and Discussion



COVID-19 Vaccine Updates

October 11, 2021



Washington State Department of Health | 12



Washington State Department of Health | 13





Washington State Department of Health | 15

What’s coming next? (Things we are waiting for…)

• Moderna for adolescents

• Pfizer full BLA 16+  (approved Mon 8/23)

• Moderna full BLA 

• Shelf-life extensions

• Booster recommendation this Pfizer

• Booster recommendation - Moderna & JJ 

• Pediatric (under 12) – Pfizer data submitted

• Smaller Pfizer/Comirnaty package size 

DRAFT
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Upcoming ACIP Meetings
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New Pfizer trays for adults will not be available until late October or November 
to first use up the 1170 dose packages. Allocation will be similar to the start of 
the COVID vaccination campaign. Here’s more: 

• Adult Doses (COMINARTY): 300 dose minimum order in Oct/Nov

• No diluent included/needed in ancillary kit 

• New NDC code 

• Pediatric Doses: 100 dose minimum order with new formulation 

• Diluent included 

• CANNOT use/cut adult dose to administer to kids

• New NDC code 

• 50-60 million doses available (not at one time) 

• 20 million by the end of November

Pfizer Packaging Updates
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Pediatric Plan

• Planning assumption: 
Approval and 
administration for the 
Pfizer vaccine is expected 
to start with ages 5 to 11.

• Continued engagement 
with a variety of health 
care and public health 
partners including LHJS, 
primary care providers, 
pharmacies, schools, and 
FQHCs.

• Ensure equitable access 
and receipt of pediatric 
doses
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Pediatric Planning

Timeline

• Planning for end of October/early November

Supply

• Pro rate

• 50-60 million doses available (not at one time) 
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Pediatric Planning
Population Size

• 2021 estimates for WA State: 677,745 youth between the age of 5 and 11.

•

Dose

• 100 dose minimum order with new formulation (same vaccine, but 1/3 
the adult dose)

• Diluent included 

• CANNOT use/cut adult dose to administer to kids

• New NDC code

• 2 dose regimen, 21 days apart 
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Ongoing recruitment of Childhood Vaccine Providers:

675 of the 978 Childhood Vaccine Program provides are currently 
enrolled in the COVID Vaccine program

Surge in demand? 

• Our planning is based on 100% uptake. 

• We know that vaccine is the best protection and want to be sure that all 
children can be served.

• We recognize that not all parents or guardians may choose immediately to 
get vaccinated, and we’ll work with health care providers, community 
partners, schools and other partners to support parents in their decision 
making.
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• Distribution Modalities:
• Pediatricians/Medical Homes
• School clinics
• Pharmacies
• Mobile vaccination
• LHJ clinics
• Care-a-Van
• This will be driven by the needs of 

local communities and ensuring there 
are no gaps in access.

Pediatric Plan
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REMINDER – MODERNA NOT APPROVED FOR A BOOSTER YET, JUST A THIRD DOSE FOR 
IMMUNOCOMPROMISED

The Moderna booster dose is ½ the regular dose, and the packaging will not change.

• Need to strategize about how to manage inventory of vials that could yield 14 
regular doses or 28 boosters, or a mixture somewhere in between.

• 20 dose max from vial due to stopper stability

Moderna Booster Package Updates



Washington State Department of Health | 27

Reporting Inventory 

• Ensure facility is reporting inventory to 
VaccineFinder and Vaccine Locator on a daily 
basis. 

• DOH confirming vaccine inventory is updated

• Ordering thresholds are determined by 
administration reporting. If inventory is not reported 
daily, it will appear as if more inventory is available 
in the state of Washington. This will negatively 
impact ordering thresholds



Vaccine Locator vs. VaccineFinder

Vaccine Locator VaccineFinder

• Is the state supported 

platform to allow 

members of the public to 

search for available 

COVID-19 vaccination

• Managed by WA HEALTH 

at DOH 

• Requires providers to 

report inventory daily in 
the IIS

• Managed by the CDC to 

allow members of the 

public to search for 

available vaccine

• Managed by the CDC

• Requires daily reporting to 

VaccineFinder

• Vaccine Locator and VaccineFinder DO NOT share information. You 
will need to report to each system separately
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•Sharing Vaccine Location Information on – There are two primary ways 
a COVID-19 vaccine provider can appear on Vaccine Locator: 

• Direct Access – Providers using RedCap have direct data sharing 
connections. Vaccine availability and appointments flow from the facility 
to Vaccinate WA. 

• Vaccine Locator – share vaccine appointments and availability

• Vaccine Locator also allows sites to specify accessibility information 
(interpreters on site or physical supports)

• If you need access to Vaccine Locator to share COVID-19 vaccine 
information, please email WAHEALTH@doh.wa.gov

Vaccine Locator

mailto:WAHEALTH@doh.wa.gov
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Governor Vaccination Requirements

Timetable for meeting October 18 “Fully Vaccinated” deadline



CARE-A-VAN
C4PA / EPRR / PCH
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Event Requests Received by Month

320 
Total
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Events Supported by Month

191 Total

1325 vaccine 
doses provided

C-a-V Contractor LHJ WSPA

69 86 29 7
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Events by Region

42, 61%

27, 39%

West East

Goal: Host at least 35% of Care-a-Van events in eastern WA
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Events by County
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Events by Social Vulnerability to COVID-19

Goal: 75% of Care-a-Van events in areas with High or 
Moderate to High SVI scores

▪ 81% of Care-a-Van events are in areas with 
High or Moderate to High SVI scores

2

11

27

29

Low (1-2) Low to Moderate (3-5) Moderate to High (6-8) High (9-10)
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Events by Priority Communities

Goal: 75% of Care-a-Van events serving 50% or more 
BIPOC

▪ 43% of the Care-a-Van events served 50% or 
more BIPOC

▪ Race/ethnicity data obtained from PrepMod 
after each event
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Events Per Week

Goals: 

▪ Short-term: Host 5 events per week
▪ Current average is 5 events per week

▪ Mid-term (winter/spring): 10 events per week 
▪ Long-term: 16 events per week (if needed)
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▪ Increased requests for booster vaccines

▪ Increased requests from LHJs

▪ Increased demand for J&J

▪ Requests for flu shots 

Trends
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▪ Intake form revised to capture more information 
on the front end

▪ Planning for colder weather and indoor events

▪ Identifying and ordering activities for children

Next Steps



Washington State Department of Health | 41

Campaign Updates

• Knock Out Flu “Think Of It As Your Best Defense” campaign 
launched 9/27/21

o Updated partner toolkit available now for promotion 
and education 

o Toolkits.knockoutflu.org 

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/partner-toolkit/knock-out-flu
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POP GOAL

The goal of the Power of Providers (POP) initiative is to 
increase COVID-19 vaccination rates in Washington State. 
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POP OBJECTIVES The objectives of the POP initiative are to 
get every provider in Washington State 
to:

• SEEK: Seek your patients’ COVID-19 
vaccination status.

• ASK/EDUCATE: If your patient isn't 
vaccinated, ask them about the vaccine 
and offer education if they’re unsure.

• VACCINATE: If your patient agrees to 
vaccination, provide them with a COVID-19 
vaccine or a referral to a location that 
provides COVID-19 vaccination.

• EMPOWER: Empower your patients to 
share their vaccination status with the 
community.



COVID Vaccine Booster Plan

October 14, 2021
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The following groups should receive a booster shot of Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 
Vaccine at least 6 months after completing their Pfizer-BioNTech primary series (i.e., the 
first 2 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine):

o people aged 65 years and older

o residents aged 18 years and older in long-term care settings

o people aged 50–64 years with underlying medical conditions

The following groups may receive a booster shot of Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 Vaccine 
at least 6 months after completing their Pfizer-BioNTech primary series, based on their 
individual benefits and risks:

o people aged 18–49 years with underlying medical conditions

o people aged 18–64 years at increased risk for COVID-19 exposure and 
transmission because of occupational or institutional setting

These recommendations only apply to people who previously received a 
Pfizer-BioNTech primary series (i.e., the first 2 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine).

People can talk to their healthcare provider about whether getting a Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 booster shot is appropriate for them.

CDC Booster Recommendations 9/24/21
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• Initially Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine has 
recommendation for use for boosters.

• Subsequent booster recommendations for Moderna 
and/or J&J, as well as any guidance for interchangeability 
will be assessed and determined at a later time.

• Vaccine supply of Pfizer will not be limited. Shortages are not 
anticipated.

• Vaccine formulation will remain the same.

• Eligibility for Boosters in recommended population is 6 
months after 2nd dose of initial Pfizer vaccine series.

• Funding will remain stable.

Planning Assumptions



Vaccine Verification 



Washington State Department of Health | 49

List of Modality types for boosters access

• Health Care Systems

• Washington Pharmacy Partners

• Federal Vaccine Programs

• Employer Based Vaccination Clinics

• LHJ Operated Community Vaccination Sites

• Community Based Pop-up Clinics

• Mobile Vaccination Teams

• Modalities Offered by or in conjunction with the Department of Health

• Care-a-Van

• DOH Contracted Vaccination Teams

• Vaccination Staff Augmentation

• Mobile Nurse Teams

Modalities
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• Enrolled providers*: 18,058/day

• Pharmacies: 23,400 - 36,643/day

• DOH contracted mobile teams (including Care-a-Van): 771 –
1,028/day

• Federal vaccination programs: ~4,030/day

• Daily capacity: 46,259 – 59,759/day

*Data comes from a Redcap provider survey from 9/21/21. Pharmacies were 
excluded due to low response rate, and instead were pulled from reported 
capacity from the Washington State Pharmacy Association. Additional 
responses from providers are currently being gathered.

Administration Capacity Estimates
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• We recently surveyed all our enrolled providers for their capacity to 
administer vaccines on a survey that closed 9/21/21.

• The available capacity data is based on responses from 49% of state 
enrolled COVID-19 vaccine facilities, so the following estimates could be an 
understatement.

• Capacity does not include vaccines distributed as part of the federal 
partnership programs.

• Demand is presented as the average number of doses per week and 
maximum number of doses, but actual demand will vary by week.

• This data does not include metrics on Moderna or J&J recipients or 
demand.

Capacity Estimate Assumptions
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Statewide Capacity

Statewide capacity is 
projected to be 

enough to address 
demand according to 

capacity data.
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• Projections suggest that available capacity should be enough to address the 
maximum demand for boosters in addition to prime COVID-19 doses statewide, 
however there are pockets of the state where demand would exceed 
resources.

• There are 3 out of 39 counties where the average demand for boosters would 
surpass their capacity.

• Over half of the counties would be able to meet maximum demand for booster 
vaccines.

• We are continuing to gather administration data from providers (this data 
is based on 49% response rate).

• Ongoing data monitoring will continue as more populations become eligible.

• Capacity data will enable the state to direct resources (such as 
staffing, volunteer help, funding, and potential use of a state operated 
mass vaccination sites if indicated) to areas in most need of assistance to 
ensure equitable access to booster vaccines.

*All projections based on Pfizer vaccine recipients*

Capacity Estimate Summary
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• If demand exceeds existing capacity, mass vaccination sites in 
partnership with LHJs/Tribal Partners could be an option if 
needed 

• Mass vaccination plan is updated and available to implement

Mass Vaccination sites
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• Scheduling applications (Vaccine Finder, Vaccine Locator)

• Continued outreach and training on equity strategies for providers.

• Power of Providers: Power of Providers Initiative encourages all health care 
providers to talk to their patients/clients about COVID-19 vaccination.

• Employers and providers may establish on site clinics for populations.

• State run mobile clinics are accessible to LHJs and their community.

• Services available:

■ Care-a-Van

■ Contracted teams

■ Mobile Nurse Teams

Access and Outreach

https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov/
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• Vaccine hesitancy

• First doses still top priority

• Demand for boosters is not fully known

• Lack of sufficient staffing

• DOH mobile vaccination teams are a limited resource

• Limited capabilities to provide highly accurate capacity 
data

Constraints and Limitations
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• Communication & outreach

o Providing translations in 40 different languages

o Focus communities through social media outlets utilizing 40 
different languages

o Distributing educational media to counter misinformation and 
provide clear information.

o Understand community context

o Pairing with race/ethnicity data and vaccine disparities 
information for community-specific engagement, outreach, and 
LHJ support on reaching priority communities

o Use SVI data to inform decisions

• Who should we fund for community-based outreach?

• Where should we send the Care-A-Van?

• Where do we send VillageReach?

Focus on Equity
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Focus on Equity

• Prioritizing providing equitable vaccination access to underserved 
communities

o Focus on addressing the needs of BIPOC communities

o Focus on providing boosters to eligible individuals in carceral 
facilities.

o Addressing the booster needs of unhoused individuals and 
communities

o Addressing accessibility 
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• Prioritizing providing equitable vaccination access 
to underserved communities

o Ride Share service providing transportation to vaccination sites 
in partnership with local transit.

o Using community feedback to address barriers and focus on 
previously underserved areas.

o Scheduling sites with accessible hours outside of normal 
business hours.

o Coordinating with community partners to reach priority 
communities.

o Ensuring that no identification documents are required for 
registering for booster vaccine.

o Supporting appointment making through 211 as non-internet-
based appointment making option.

o Looking at data related to vaccination rates and SVI to drive our 
efforts.

Focus on Equity
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Addressing access barriers with tailored interventions
Household Composition & Disability 
• % population 65+ 
• % population under 18 
• % population w/disability 
• % single parent household

Housing Type & Transportation 
• % housing with 10+ units 
• % mobile homes 
• % no access to a private vehicle 
• % overcrowded housing 
• % population in group quarters

Race, ethnicity, & language 
• % LEP
• % People of color 

Socioeconomic determinants 
• % median household income 
• % no high school diploma 
• % population 18-65 with no 

health insurance
• % population living in poverty
• % unemployed 

Checklist to Ensure that Vaccine Sites are 
Accessible to People with Disabilities (PDF)

Transportation Resources, COVID-19 Vaccines (PDF)

COVID-19 Response Language Access Plan
Search DOH COVID-19 Materials by Language

Campaign messages emphasizing vaccine is free

https://disasterstrategies.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WA-DOH-Access-Checklist-for-Vaccination-Sites.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-151-COVID19VaccineTransportationResources.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/LanguageAccessPlan_0.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/ResourcesandRecommendations


Washington State Department of Health | 62

• As of 9/24/21 Boosters vaccines have only been recommended to High-
Risk Populations as previously explained. These recommendations are, at 
this time, only for those who received a Pfizer vaccine. There are currently 
no recommendations for Moderna or J&J booster doses although we 
anticipate this will soon change.

• DOH will continue to generate capacity and potential booster demand 
data so that properly planning for booster doses.

• DOH will also continue to support LHJs and other partners in their booster 
administering efforts through providing guidance on resources available.

Main Takeaways
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• DOH will focus on bridging equity gaps in underserved and 
underrepresented communities, in addition to addressing the needs of at-risk 
populations such as individual in long term care facilities.

• We are currently working toward providing accurate and clear 
projection information for the event of Moderna and J&J being recommended. We 
are also preparing for a potential population wide recommendation for Booster 
doses.

Main Takeaways



KATHY BAY DNP, RN, CENP

Vaccine Effectiveness & Recommendations
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Source:  Link-Gelles, R. presentation to ACIP on COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness in the United States 09-22-2021.  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source:  Link-Gelles, R. presentation to ACIP on COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness in the United States 09-22-2021.  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source:  Link-Gelles, R. presentation to ACIP on COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness in the United States 09-22-2021.  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source:  Link-Gelles, R. presentation to ACIP on COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness in the United States 09-22-2021.  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html


Washington State Department of Health | 74

• VISION Network

• Estimates from over 74,000 hospitalizations across 187 hospitals

• National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) self-reported data from long-term care

• SUPERNOVA Network (Surveillance Platform for Enteric and Respiratory iNectious
Organisms at the VA)

• Test-negative-case-control assessment 

• U.S. Veterans (aged >18 years) hospitalized at 5 Veteran Administration 
Centers

• IVY (Influenza and Other Viruses in the Acutely Ill)

• Adults (>18 years hospitalized at 21 medical centers in 18 states (one in WA)

• HEROES-RECOVER Cohorts

• Prospective cohort of over 4,000 healthcare personnel, first responders and 
other frontline workers in 8 U.S. locations

• New York study assessing vaccine efficacy against infection and hospitalization

Vaccine Efficacy Studies 
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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Definitions

Slide Source: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/092821_slide.pdf
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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Reports to VAERS following dose 3 of mRNA COVID-19 Vaccination

Slide Source: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/092821_slide.pdf
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Most Frequently Reported Adverse Events Following Dose 3

Slide Source: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/092821_slide.pdf
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Source: D. Meaney-Delman ACIP presentation 09-22-2021 available at: .  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-
2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source: D. Meaney-Delman ACIP presentation 09-22-2021 available at: .  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-
2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source: D. Meaney-Delman ACIP presentation 09-22-2021 available at: .  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-
2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source: D. Meaney-Delman ACIP presentation 09-22-2021 available at: .  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-
2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html
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Source: D. Meaney-Delman ACIP presentation 09-22-2021 available at: .  Available at: ACIP September 22-23, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization Practices | CDC.  Accessed 10-12-
2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-09-22-23.html


Vaccine Safety
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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Source:  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices meeting 08-30-2021; ACIP August 30, 2021 Presentation Slides | Immunization 
Practices | CDC.  Accessed 08-31-2021.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-08-30.html
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• Vaccine already available in communities

• Most facilities have partnerships with 
pharmacies

• Long term care pharmacies already do this 
work 

• Many are dispensing pharmacies 
and specialize in managing long 
term care facility medication orders

• Local and invested in maintaining 
their client base allowing for better 
service and contacts

• Anticipate annual flu vaccination 
campaigns

Different From Initial Vaccine Rollout 
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• All skilled nursing facility (SNF) that report to NHSN have reported access to vaccine 
for staff and residents including booster doses

• Some assisted living facilities also report to NHSN and are more likely to be collated 
with a SNF and more likely have access through same source for booster doses

• Some of the long-term care pharmacies have shared their client roster which shows 
more than 50% (1786 of 3552) adult family homes already have access to booster 
doses

• Outreach in progress to other pharmacies to confirm others

Current Status 
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Planning With Long Term Care Facilities

• Continued meetings with long term 
care member organization with 
ongoing messages for planning

• Priority to

• Identify type and brand of 
vaccine for residents

• Identify type and brand of 
vaccine for staff

• Outreach to 

• Long term care pharmacy

• Local health jurisdiction

• To the Department of Health 
through

• Email 

• Survey
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• Continued coordination and discuss with many long-term care pharmacies to assess

• Planning and capacity for booster doses 

• Planning and capacity for booster doses in conjunction with influenza 
vaccinations if timeline allows

• Viable timeline for completion of booster doses 

• Collaboration with Washington State Pharmacy Association for planning and 
pharmacy identification 

• Largest local partners have provided client roster to cross reference 

• Additional pharmacy coverage

• Some have identified they are willing to support other facilities to ensure 
all covered

Long Term Care Pharmacies 



Washington State Department of Health | 112

• Planning with local health

• Update as frequently as possible with known details for facilities who 
have been supported

• Asking local health to update DOH

• Mobile resources:

• Some counties already planning for mobile support using medical 
reserve core, other local resources

• Some counties planning for DOH to support

• DOH nurse mobile

• Contract providers to support

Unsupported Facilities
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• Three separate advertisements to facilities to begin preparing began in July 2021

• Review policies

• Contact long term care pharmacy partner

• Contact local health jurisdiction

• Contact DOH through Survey Monkey to get help

• Contact DOH through email

• Snail mail postcard to all 4600+ facilities to update, provide support and coordinate 
after approval/recommendations finalized

Vaccination Campaign Communication
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• Challenging during the first campaign 

• Not all residents or staff may be due a booster at the same time making the issue 
more challenging

• Particularly complicated depending on vaccine booster authorization (Pfizer post 
Modern or J&J or only unique vaccine type recommended). 

• Planning

• Asking pharmacies to identify their completed site list

• Verification of completed facility list with local health 

• Planning check-ins with facilities via email and/or phone 

• Ongoing work with long term care member organizations

Facility Tracking 
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• Initial goal for 6-week completion, but expected to be longer due to 

• Impact of Pfizer only authorization and no mixed dose series

• Increased number of visits to the sites which will impact completion time 
for all booster doses

• Depending on timeline for other vaccine booster recommendations 
(Moderna, J&J), hoping for a 8-12 weeks for completion of doses

Timeline & Issues
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I. Public Comment

II. Future Agenda Items

III. 2022 VAC Meeting Dates: January 13, April 14, July 14, 
October 13 

IV. Adjourn

Agenda items:
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