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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Chemist 3 (Project)
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Position: 
Chemist 3 (Project)
Division:
Epidemiology, Health Statistics, & Public Health Laboratory

Opens:
December 8, 2006

Closes:
December 22, 2006
Location:
Shoreline, Washington 
Salary:
$3,722-4,760 per month (range 56)


Recruitment #:
DOH 179 - RK
There is one opening for a Chemist 3 (Project) in the office of Environmental Laboratory Sciences at the Public Health Laboratory in Shoreline, Washington.  The position is funded under an FDA grant, the Food, Safety and Security Monitoring project – Radiological Health, with a conclusion date of June 30, 2008.


Agency Profile
DOH works with federal, state and local partners to help people in Washington stay healthier and safer. Our programs and services help prevent illness and injury, promote healthy places to live and work, provide education to help people make good health decisions and ensure our state is prepared for emergencies. DOH recognizes that employees are our most valuable resource.  We trust them to be innovative, challenge existing processes, and make the best decisions.  We strive to hire, develop and retain a competent and diverse workforce.  To learn more about DOH, visit http://www.doh.wa.gov.  

Primary Duties
Function as a Lead chemist for work related to an FDA grant with the purpose of developing laboratory methods to be able to process radiological analyses of food samples from throughout the region and country, as needed, in support of the FDA’s efforts to protect the food supply from contamination.  You will use a variety of instruments to analyze and report chemical and/or radiochemical analyses on food and vegetation samples.  You will help plan and coordinate chemistry testing activity and ensure the timely and accurate analysis of samples.  
Required Qualifications
A Bachelor’s degree with a major in chemistry or a Bachelor’s degree with a minimum of 30 semester or 45 quarter hours of college level chemistry coupled with four years of experience performing Chemical analysis in an analytical laboratory.

OR

Two years of experience as a Chemist 2 (job classification) or equivalent.

Desirable Qualifications
A Masters degree in chemistry or a Bachelor’s degree coupled with three years of experience performing chemical analyses in an analytical laboratory.   

Application Process
Individuals interested in applying for this position should submit the following to: recruitment@doh.wa.gov  Please make reference to the recruitment number in the “subject line” of your e-mail submission.  Only electronic transmissions will be accepted.  Materials will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on December 22, 2006.  

1.
A current Washington State Job Application, and

2.
A list of three professional references, including at least one supervisor, 

3.
Responses to the Questionnaire below.

Questionnaire
To be considered for hire as a Chemist 3 (Project) at the Public Health Laboratory in Shoreline, you MUST BE WILLING to accept certain working conditions.  As you read each of the following questions 1-7, think carefully about what you are actually willing and able to do.  Then answer “yes” or “no.”

A.
Conditions of Employment

1.
Are you wiling to work with hazardous chemicals such as acids, bases and organic substances?

2.
Are you willing to undergo a background check which includes fingerprinting?
3.
Are you willing to receive vaccinations due to potential exposure to certain microorganisms/agents within the laboratory?
4.
Are you willing to undergo medical evaluation, a requirement for use of respirators?


5.
Are you willing to work with radioactive materials?
6. 
Are you willing to work in a chemical fume hood or biological safety cabinet?


7.
Are you willing to physically handle pressurized and liquefied gas 

cylinders?

8.
In an emergency, are you willing to wear personal protective equipment such as a respirator and anti-contamination suit?


9.
Are you willing to occasionally work in excess of 40 hours per week


and outside assigned core work hours?

10.
Are you willing to work standing in one location for up to 2 straight hours during heavy workload days?

B.
Education

1.
List all degrees obtained – include major discipline, institution, month/year obtained, and include all courses taken in Chemistry, Quantitative Analysis, Radiation Chemistry, Food Chemistry, Chemical Engineering or Nuclear Engineering.  Please indicate whether they were quarter or semester hours.
C.  Laboratory experience
Briefly describe your experience and training in each of the following.  Please include the length of your experience in months.  
2. Describe your experience performing chemical analysis in an analytical laboratory.

3. Describe your experience as a lead chemist or supervisor, including the number of technical and professional staff reporting to you.
Note:  This position is covered by an “Agency Shop” provision.  Therefore as a condition of employment, the incumbent of this position must either join the union and pay union dues, or pay the union a representational or other fee within 30 days of the date you are placed into pay status.  

The Department of Health actively supports diversity in the workplace and is an equal opportunity employer.   Applicants wishing assistance or alternative formats in the process should contact Linda Riggle at (360) 236-4226, Linda.Riggle@doh.wa.gov, or TDD at (360) 664-3023405 or TDD 1-800-833-6388.  
Employment Opportunity








