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Overview
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Acronyms

DOH = Department of Health 
LHJ = Local Health Jurisdiction
LHO = Local Health Officer
OSS = On-site Sewage System
SBOH = State Board of Health
TL = Treatment Level
WAC = Washington Administrative Code
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Chapter 246-272A WAC

WAC 246-272A-0425 requires 
DOH to:

 Evaluate the effectiveness of 
the rule every four years

 Determine if revisions are 
needed

 Report recommendations to 
the state board of health and 
local health officers

OSS Rule Time Line

Healthy Places – Healthy People
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Chronological Rule Reviews

Healthy Places – Healthy People
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2017 Review of Chapter 246-272A WAC

Definitions

Local management plans

Property transfer inspections

Application of treatment levels

Seven Key Issues Were Identified
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Chapter 246-272A WAC

Healthy Places – Healthy People

Seven Key Issues Were Identified (continued)

Ultraviolet light (UV) disinfection 
effectiveness and approval

Horizontal setbacks (system 
location)

Statewide O&M service  
providers licensing
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Other Issues Identified During Rule Review

Operation & 
Maintenance

Design Requirements

Secure Tank Lids

Service Provider 
Licensing

Prohibited Waste 
Types

Monitoring

Disinfection Used to 
Meet Treatment 

Levels

Field Effectiveness 
Verification

Nitrogen Reduction

Design 
Requirements

Treatment Levels

Minimum Lot Sizes

Repair of Failures / 
Connection to Sewers

Minimum Tank Size
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Stakeholder 
Committee 

Develops and 
Makes Revision 

Recommendations 
To DOH

Informal Comment 
Period, Public and 

other Partners 
Provide Input

DOH Makes 
Recommendations 
to the State Board 

of Health

State Board of 
Health Makes 
Decisions and 
Directs Rule 

Writers To Write 
Final Language

Rule Revision Process
The On-site Rule Revision Committee works with DOH to 
provide recommendations to the Washington State Board of 
Health for revisions to chapter 246-272A WAC. 
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Who’s on the Committee?

Af
fe

ct
ed

 G
ro

up
s

Citizens Groups

Shellfish Industry

Environmental 
Groups

WA Realtors

Property Rights 
Groups

In
du

st
ry

OSS Designers

OSS Design Engineers 

National OSS Technology 
Manufacturers

WA OSS Technology 
Manufacturers

OSS Service Providers

OSS Installers

WA On-Site Sewage 
Association

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

WA Dept of 
Ecology

Puget Sound 
Partnership

Tulalip Tribe

LHJ-Western WA 
Large Co

LHJ – Eastern WA 
Large Co

LHJ – Western WA 
Small Co

LHJ – Eastern WA 
Small Co

Voting Members

 DOH facilitates and participates in conversations 
 SBOH attends and provides input
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Review of Draft Changes
Minor Changes

Wording Changes
• “Onsite sewage system” 

changed to “OSS”
• “Assures” changed to 

“ensures”
• “Adjacent to marine 

shorelines” changed to 
“within two hundred 
feet” (in -0250 & -0290)

Removed Sections
These sections are 

obsolete.
• -0125
• -0135
• -0150
• -0175 Other Changes

• Updates to new 
edition of standards 
(ANSI, NSF, etc.)

• Typographic 
corrections

• Updates for clarity
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Review of Draft Changes
Significant Changes

Significant Changes
• Definition updates
• Updates to enhance authority
• Permit process updates
• New or updated manufacturer 

requirements
• Addition of new options for failed 

OSS
• Other updates

These changes and related 
impacts will be summarized
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Review of Draft Changes
Most Significant Changes

Most Significant Changes
• Local management plans
• WAC 332-130-145, Topographic 

elements on maps –Requirements
• Property transfer inspections
• Hydraulic loading rates
• Treatment levels
• Horizontal setbacks
• Substitute Senate Bill 5503
• Repairs
• Minimum lot size and land area



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Summary of Changes

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Additions Added new definitions Addresses issues with application of 
current rule language

Additions Added new definitions Incorporates draft rule language

Deletions Removed definitions Incorporate draft rule language

Revisions Changed definitions Improves clarity and consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition “DL” means disinfection level. Incorporates draft rule language

Addition
“DS&G” means departmental 
standards and guidance. Incorporate draft rule language

Addition
"EPA" means United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. Improves clarity and consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Revision

“O&G" (formerly referred to as FOG) means oil and 
grease, a component of sewage typically originating 
from food stuffs (animal fats or vegetable oils) or 
consisting of compounds of alcohol or glycerol with 
fatty acids (soaps and lotions). Typically expressed in 
mg/L.

Incorporates draft 
rule language

Deletion
"RS&G" means recommended standards and 
guidance.

Incorporates draft 
rule language

Revision
"TAGC" means the technical advisory group 
committee established in WAC 2467-272A-0400.

Incorporates draft 
rule language

Corrects outdated 
reference



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Deletion
"USEPA" means United States Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Improves clarity and
consistency

Revision

"Additive" means a commercial product 
added to an on-site sewage system OSS
intended to affect the performance or 
aesthetics of an on-site sewage system OSS.

Improves clarity and
consistency

Addition
“Black water” means any waste from toilets 
or urinals.

Incorporates draft rule
language



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition

“Building drain” means that part of the 
lowest piping of a building’s drainage system 
that receives the discharge of sewage from 
pipes inside the walls of the building and 
conveys it to the building sewer beginning 
two feet outside the building wall.

Incorporates draft rule
language (Section -0025)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition

“Drainage area” means a land feature that 
directs water from rain, snowmelt, irrigation or 
collected stormwater that is not absorbed into 
the ground. The water flows over the ground 
surface. Examples of the landform features that 
direct water are gentle or steep hillsides or 
banks, mountains, glacial till, bedrock, or other 
restrictive area.

Improves clarity and 
consistency

Incorporates draft rule
language (Section -
0220)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition

“E. coli” means Escherichia coli bacteria. 
Counts of these organisms are typically used 
to indicate potential contamination from 
sewage or to describe a level of needed 
disinfection, generally expressed as colonies 
per 100 ml.

Incorporates draft rule
language (Table II and 
Table III)

Addition

“Fill” means 1. Unconsolidated material that 
meets specific textural criteria and is used as 
part of a dispersal component; 2. 
Unconsolidated material used to change 
grade or to enhance surface water diversion; 
or 3. Any other human-transported 
unconsolidated soil material.

Improves clarity and 
consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition
“Flood plain” means an area that is low-

lying and adjacent to a stream or river 
that is covered by water during a flood.

Improves clarity and 
consistency

Addition
“Malfunction” means a system deficiency 
that can be corrected by means of a 
minor repair.

Incorporates draft rule
language (Section -0280)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition

“Minor repair” means the repair or replacement of 
any of the following existing damaged or 
malfunctioning OSS components: fifteen (15) feet or 
less of SSAS piping or conveyance; control panels; 
building sewers; any other portions of tightline in the 
OSS; risers and riser lids; sewage tank baffles; effluent 
filters; sewage tank pumps; pump control floats; and 
OSS inspection boxes and ports where a sewage tank, 
treatment component, or soil dispersal component 
does not need to be replaced. 

Incorporates 
draft rule
language 
(Section -0200)

Addition
“Modification” means the alteration of an existing OSS 
component that does not result in an expansion of the 
system. A modification is not a repair.

Improves 
clarity and 
consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Revision

"On-site sewage system" (OSS) means an integrated 
system of components, located on or nearby the 
property it serves, that conveys, stores, treats, and/or 
provides subsurface soil treatment and dispersal of 
sewage. It consists of a collection system, a treatment 
component or treatment sequence treatment 
component sequence, and a soil dispersal component. 
An on-site sewage system OSS also refers to a holding 
tank sewage system or other system that does not have 
a soil dispersal component. For purposes of this 
chapter, the term “on-site sewage system” does not 
include any system regulated by a water quality 
discharge permit issued under chapter 90.48 RCW.

Improves 
clarity and 
consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition

“Pump chamber” means a watertight receptacle 
placed after a septic tank or other treatment 
facility that contains the required controls and 
alarms to convey sewage effluent to a dispersal 
component.

Improves clarity 
and consistency

Incorporates draft 
rule language 
(Section -0023)

Addition

“Remediation” means any action, approved by the 
local health officer, to restore the function of an 
OSS dispersal component to non-failure status. 
Remediation is not a minor repair, repair, additive, 
or treatment or distribution technology that allows 
it to meet a specific treatment level.

Incorporates draft 
rule language 
(Section -0278)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Reason

Revision

"Repair" means the relocation, replacement or 
reconstruction of an failed on-site sewage system
OSS, or components thereof, that have failed or 
determined to be deficient in order to restore the 
system to a functioning state that protects public 
health.

Improves clarity 
and consistency

Addition

"Residential sewage" means sewage having the 
constituency and qualitystrength typical of sewage 
wastewater from domestic households a single family 
residence. To be considered single family residential 
septic tank effluent quality, the levels of CBOD5, TSS 
and O&G must not exceed the following: CBOD5 – 228 
mg/L, TSS – 80 mg/L, and O&G – 20 mg/L.

Improves clarity 
and consistency

Incorporates 
draft rule
language
(Tables I, II, & III)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Revision

"Subsurface soil absorption system" (SSAS) means a soil 
dispersal component of trenches or beds containing 
either a distribution pipe within a layer of drainrock
covered with a geotextile, or an approved gravelless
distribution technology, designed and installed in suitable, 
original, undisturbed, unsaturated soil providing at least 
minimal vertical separation as established in this chapter, 
with either gravity or pressure distribution of the 
treatment component effluent.

Improves
clarity and
consistency

Addition
"Treatment component sequence" means any series of 
treatment components that discharges treated sewage to 
the soil dispersal component.

Improves
clarity and
consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Revision 

"Treatment level" means one of the following six
levels (A, B, C, DL1, DL2, DL3, E, & N) used in these 
rules to:
(a) Identify treatment component performance 
demonstrated through requirements specified in WAC 
246-272A-0110; and
(b) Match site conditions of vertical separation and soil 
type with treatment components. Treatment levels 
used in these rules are not intended to be applied as 
field compliance standards. Their intended use is for 
establishing treatment product performance in a 
product testing setting under established protocols by 
qualified testing entities.

Incorporates 
draft rule
language 
(Table III)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Deletion 
"Treatment sequence" means any series of 
treatment components that discharges treated 
sewage to the soil dispersal component.

Improves clarity 
and consistency

Addition “Unknown system” means an OSS without a record 
of approval by the local health jurisdiction.

Improves clarity 
and consistency
(Section -0015)

Addition

“Unpermitted sewage discharge” means the 
discharge of sewage or treated effluent associated 
with an OSS or other sewage disposal that began or 
was installed after 1974 without the approval of any 
local permitting authorities.

Incorporates draft 
rule language 
(Section -0280)



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition 

"Usable land area" means the minimum land area 
required per development which is suitable for OSS. This 
area includes satisfactory soil conditions, vertical 
separation and horizontal separation(s). This area also 
includes an area free of all physical restrictions. 

Incorporates 
draft rule
language 
(Section -0320)

Revision

"Vertical separation" means the depth of suitable, 
unsaturated, original, undisturbed, unsaturated soil of 
soil types 1-6 between the bottom infiltrative surface of 
a soil dispersal component and the highest seasonal 
water table, a restrictive layer, or soil type 7 as 
illustrated below by the profile drawing of subsurface 
soil absorption systems:

Improves clarity 
and consistency



WAC 246-272A-0010
Definitions

Change 
Type

Draft Change Result

Addition 

“Water supply protection zone” means the land area 
around each existing or proposed well site to protect it 
from contamination.

Improves clarity 
and consistency
(Section -0320)



WAC 246-272A-0013
Local Regulations

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Created new section
• Local Regulation separated from Local 

Management Plans and placed in new section. 
• No verbiage changes.

Improves clarity and
consistency



WAC 246-272A-0015
Local Management Plans

Summary of Changes
Draft Change Result

• Changed section title
• Added specific 

requirements for all LHJs in 
the development of their 
LMPs.

• Added requirement for 
LHJs to revisit plans every 
five years.

• Added requirement for 
department to provide 
written guidance and to 
provide technical support 
to LHJs for development.

Changes requirement for non-Puget LHJ’s LMPs to 
describe how LHJ will:
• Inventory OSS
• Identify sensitive areas where OSS may pose risk
• Identify OSS O&M requirements in sensitive areas
• Educate OSS owners
• Remind OSS owners to do maintenance
• Maintain Records
• Enforce OSS permit and O&M requirements
• Describe capacity of LHJ to fund activities in the plan
• Coordinate plan with the comprehensive land use 

plan
• Provide opportunity for public input into the plan



34

Removed reference 
to Puget Counties, 

making requirements 
the same for all 

counties 
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37

Added requirement that 
LMPs are updated every 

5 years

Added requirement 
to report LMP 

progress annually to 
the department
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Removed 
requirement for non-

Puget counties to 
develop lesser LMPs 
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41

Added requirement 
for LMP to require 
property transfer 

inspections



42



WAC 246-272A-0025
Connection to public sewer system

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Clarified where to measure 200’ from to determine if 
connection to sewer is required.

• Added new term: “Building Drain.”
Improves clarity 



WAC 246-272A-0100
Sewage Technologies
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Changed Recommended Standards & Guidance 
(RS&G) to Departmental Standards & Guidance 
(DS&G).  

• Added provision that department may remove, 
restrict, or suspend a product’s approval for failure 
to meet requirements of approval.

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Clarifies and enhances 
department’s authority to 
address products that fail 
to meet requirements

Improves clarity 



WAC 246-272A-0110
Proprietary treatment products – Certification 

and registration
Summary of Changes
Draft Change Result

• Added NSF/ANSI Standard 245: Residential Wastewater 
Treatment Systems - Nitrogen Reduction as a method 
to verify nitrogen reduction for proprietary nitrogen 
reducing products.

• Added NSF/ANSI Standard 385 Residential Wastewater 
Treatment Systems – Disinfection Mechanics as a 
method to verify bacterial reduction for proprietary 
supplemental bacterial reduction products.

• Updated references to testing protocols.
• Added requirement that product manufacturers follow 

departmental field performance standards.

Updates to current
standards

Adds field 
performance 
requirements for 
standalone 
disinfection products 
(references 
requirement in -0120)



WAC 246-272A-0110
Proprietary treatment products – Certification 

and registration
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Updated Table I, Testing Requirements for Proprietary 

Treatment Products, references to testing protocols and for 
clarity.

• Updated Table II, Test Results Reporting Requirements for 
Proprietary Treatment Products and Table III, Product 
Performance Requirements for Proprietary Treatment Products 
to separate disinfection levels from other treatment levels in 
order to allow for registration of supplemental (standalone) 
disinfection products, to allow bacterial reduction verification 
via testing for fecal coliform or E. coli, to update requirements 
for nitrogen reduction verification, and for clarity.

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

References are to 
current protocols 

Allows 
disinfection 
products to be 
registered as
stand alone 
treatment 
components

Improves clarity 



Added disinfection 
levels (DLs) as 
performance 

requirement for 
standalone disinfection 

technology 

Removed treatment level D

Updated treatment level N 
to match NSF standards



WAC 246-272A-0120
Proprietary treatment product registration—

Process and requirements
Summary of Changes
Draft Change Result

• Updated verbiage for clarity and to match the 
department’s current product registration practices.

• Updated references to testing protocols.
• Updated reference to fee WAC (WAC 246-272).

Improves clarity 

References are correct 
and current



WAC 246-272A-0120
Proprietary treatment product registration—

Process and requirements
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Added requirement that product manufacturers 
verify field performance according to 
departmental standards and guidance 
documents. Added requirement that 
manufacturers report reasons for product 
failure to meet field performance requirements 
to the department.

• Added provision for department to require 
compliance plans for product manufacturers 
whose products have led to concerns of public 
health risks. 

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Standalone disinfection 
product manufacturers 
required to verify product 
field performance

Enhances department 
authority over product 
manufacturers 

Improves clarity 



Field verification 
requirements to be 
described in DS&G



WAC 246-272A-0130
Bacterial reduction
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Updated verbiage to incorporate changes made to 
treatment standards (separating disinfection levels 
from other treatment levels and allowing for 
testing of bacterial reduction via testing for fecal 
coliform or E. coli).

• Removed obsolete verbiage referring to testing 
under previous versions of standards.

• Added NSF/ANSI Standard 385 Residential 
Wastewater Treatment Systems – Disinfection 
Mechanics as a method to verify bacterial 
reduction for supplemental bacterial reduction 
products.

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Allows disinfection 
products to be registered 
as stand alone treatment 
components using 
current standards

References are correct 
and current

Improves clarity 



Bacterial reduction 
determined either through 
NSF Standard 40 testing or 
NSF Standard 385 testing



WAC 246-272A-0145
Proprietary distribution product registration—

Process and requirements
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Updated verbiage for clarity and to have 
distribution products’ and treatment 
products’ verbiage match, and to include the 
department’s current product registration 
practices.

• Updated reference to fee WAC (WAC 246-
272).

• Added provision for compliance plans for 
product manufacturers whose products have 
led to concerns of public health risks. 

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Clarifies and simplifies product 
registration processes

Enhances department authority 
over product manufacturers 

References are correct and 
current

Improves clarity 



WAC 246-272A-0200
Permit requirements 
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Clarified when permits are and aren’t 
required through introduction and use of new 
term, “Minor Repair.”

• Incorporated provisions from WAC 332-130-
145, Topographic elements on maps—
Requirements (DNR rule) into site plan 
requirements. 

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Clarifies and adds specificity to
repair permit minimum threshold 

Brings WAC 246-272A into
agreement with recently revised 
WAC 332-130-145

Improves clarity 



Introduces “minor 
repair” as those 

actions that do not 
require a permit



Site plan 
requirements 
section begins



Provisions from WAC 
332-130-145, 

Topographic elements 
on maps—

Requirements 
(DNR rule) 



Minor repairs, now a 
defined term, do not 

require a permit





WAC 246-272A-0210
Location 

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Made several updates to Table IV, Minimum 
Horizontal Separations for clarity and to 
address emergent issues.

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Updates horizontal setback
requirements, esp. to 
stormwater facilities

Improves clarity 



Deleted “suction line” 
from rule

Added new setbacks

Added setbacks to 
stormwater facilities





WAC 246-272A-0220
Soil and site evaluation 

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Added “Drainage Areas,” a new term, to the list of site 
features that must be reported on the site and soil 
report. 

• Updated Table V, Soil Type Descriptions, for clarity. 
• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Improves clarity 



WAC 246-272A-0230
Design requirements -General

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Updated Table VI, Treatment Component Performance 

Levels and Method of Distribution, to incorporate results 
of a literature review, to incorporate changes made to 
treatment standards (separating disinfection levels from 
other treatment levels), and for consistency throughout 
Table VI and with Table IX.

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Increases consistency 
of requirements

Incorporates revisions 
in other sections

Improves clarity 



Incorporates changes to 
treatment levels

Treatment level 
requirements 

revised due to result 
of literature review 
and for consistency 
throughout Table VI 

and with Table IX



WAC 246-272A-0232
Design requirements—Septic tank sizing 

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Changed minimum septic tank size from 900 
gallons to 1000 gallons.

Septic tanks are required to be 
1000 gallons minimum



WAC 246-272A-0233
Design requirements—Pump chamber sizing

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Added new section.
• Defined requirements for pump chamber sizing.
• Defined “Pump Basin.”

Clarifies pump chamber 
sizing



WAC 246-272A-0234
Design requirements—Soil dispersal components

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Modified Table VIII, Hydraulic Loading 
Rates, to allow higher loading rates 
for effluent treated to a minimum of 
TL C and DL 3.

• Updated verbiage for clarity.

Allows smaller drainfields with higher 
quality effluent

Simplifies, clarifies, and consolidates 
reductions to drainfields 

Improves clarity 



Added new column for 
allowing higher hydraulic 
loading rates (e.g. smaller 

drainfields) with higher 
quality effluent



WAC 246-272A-0260
Inspection

Summary of Changes
Draft Change Result

• Added provisions from Substitute Senate 
Bill 5503 (2019) that: 

• Require Local Health Officer (LHO) or 
a certified professional inspector to 
coordinate and obtain permission 
from owner before conducting an 
inspection; and

• Prohibit LHO’s from requiring 
easements as a permit condition for 
inspection or maintenance for OSS 
that are on the same property that 
they serve. 

Brings WAC 246-272A into compliance 
with SSB 5503

Adds requirement that LHJs and private 
inspectors get permission before 
inspections

Prohibits LHO’s from requiring 
easements as a permit condition for 
inspection or maintenance for OSS that 
are on the same property that they 
serve



WAC 246-272A-0260
Inspection

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Defined minimum procedures for property transfer 
inspections and required routine OSS evaluations.

Creates specific minimum 
inspection procedure elements



Incorporates requirements of 
2019 SSB 5503



Defines minimum 
inspection 

procedure elements



Identifies 
minimum 
inspection 

documentation 
requirements



WAC 246-272A-0270
Operation, monitoring, and maintenance-

Owner Responsibilities
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Added requirement for owner to get 
approval from Local Health Officer to begin 
use of an OSS.

• Added requirement for owner to obtain an 
inspection of OSS preceding property 
transfer.  

• Updated verbiage for clarity and consistency.

Clarifies that LHJ must grant approval 
to begin use of an OSS

Adds requirement that all OSS are 
inspected preceding a property 
transfer

Increases clarity







Requires owner to get 
OSS inspected, per 
procedure in -0260, 

before property transfer



Allows owner to use 
remediation approved 

by LHJ



WAC 246-272A-0278
Remediation

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Added new section.
• Added requirement for Local Health 

Officer to develop a remediation policy.
• Added minimum requirements for 

remediation.
• Added requirement for department to 

maintain a guidance document on 
remediation.

Adds requirement that LHOs develop 
remediation policies that allow/disallow 
certain remediation techniques

Creates specific minimum remediation 
requirements



Establishes remediation 
minimum standards and 
directs LHO to develop a 

full policy



WAC 246-272A-0280
Repairs of malfunctions and failures

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Modified section heading
• Added option of remediating OSS 

failure, if approved by Local Health 
Officer.

• Added provisions from Substitute 
Senate Bill 5503 (2019) that require: 

• Priority be given to allowing a 
repair or replacement of an OSS 
consisting of only tank and 
drainfield.

• Allowing repairs using the least 
expensive alternative that meets 
standards.

Allows remediation of failed OSS

Brings WAC 246-272A into compliance with 
SSB 5503

Tank and drainfield (conventional) OSS 
must be allowed to be repaired/replaced 
with  conventional OSS if that meets 
current requirements of WAC 246-272A

OSS must be allowed to be repaired with 
least expensive alternative that complies 
with WAC 246-272A



WAC 246-272A-0280
Repairs of malfunctions and failures

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Added procedure for discovery of an 

unpermitted sewage discharge.
• Updated Table IX, Treatment Component 

Performance Levels for Repair of OSS Not 
Meeting Vertical and Horizontal 
Separations, to incorporate changes 
made to treatment standards (separating 
disinfection levels from other treatment 
levels) and to correct inconsistencies 
with -0230.  

• Updated verbiage for clarity and 
consistency. 

LHJs are required to order any known 
unpermitted sewage discharges to stop 
use and apply for a permit

Table IX is updated to incorporate 
changes to Table II and Table III and to 
correct inconsistencies

Increases clarity



Allows use of 
remediation approved 

by LHJ for failures



Incorporates requirements 
of 2019 SSB 5503



Incorporates requirements 
of 2019 SSB 5503

Adds 
procedure and 
requirements 

for 
“unpermitted 

sewage 
discharges”, a 
newly defined 

term





Incorporates changes to 
treatment levels

Closest 
horizontal 
distance 
category 

increased by 
5 feet

Required treatment 
level increased to 

match requirements 
in -0230 



WAC 246-272A-0300
Abandonment

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Clarified that tanks and other sewage containers can be 
removed or abandoned in place.

• Clarified process.
Increases clarity



WAC 246-272A-0320
Developments, subdivisions, and minimum land 

area requirements
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Increased minimum land area requirements in 

Table X, Minimum Land Area Requirement For 
Each Single-Family Residence or Unit Volume of 
Sewage, by 500 – 1000 sq. ft., depending on soil 
type.

• Changed title of Table X.
• Added “Minimum Usable Land Area” 

requirement to Table X. This is a new 
requirement.

Minimum lot sizes for new 
developments with public water 
supplies increased by 500 – 1000 
sq. ft., depending on soil type

Minimum usable land area 
required for new developments



WAC 246-272A-0320
Developments, subdivisions, and minimum land 

area requirements
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Removed reference to Method I and Method 
II.

• Developed new methodology and new Table 
XI for developments that do not meet Table 
X’s requirement. 

• Updated verbiage for clarity and consistency.

Table XI provides methodology for 
developments on smaller lots that do 
not meet Table X minimums. This 
allows small lots to be developed 
without waivers.

Increases clarity



Sections (2)(a) –
(2)(d) skipped for 

brevity

Reference to 
Method I and 

Method II 
removed and 

Table X and (5) 
referenced as lot 

size and 
minimum land 

area 
requirements 

sections



[…]

Method II section removed

Adds minimum 
usable land area 

(a new term) 
requirement 

Minimum land 
area (lot size) 

requirements for 
developments 

with public water 
supplies increased 
by 500 – 1000 sq. 
ft., depending on 

soil type

Method II 
sections skipped 

for brevity



Adds procedure for 
proposals that do 
not meet Table X’s 

requirements



Adds nitrogen-based 
minimum size 

determination procedure 
for proposals that do not 

meet Table X’s 
requirements







Incorporates the 
department’s opinion on the  

Supreme Court decision in 
Griffin v. Thurston County. 



WAC 246-272A-0340
Certification of installers, pumpers, and 

maintenance service providers 
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Updated verbiage for clarity and consistency with 
remainder of rule.

• Added requirement that Local Health Officer (LHO) 
establish approval procedures for maintenance service 
providers. Added allowance that LHO may allow 
reciprocity from other local health jurisdictions or 
third-party certification programs.

• Added authorization for LHO to establish certification 
process for owners to inspect their OSS (for clarity).

LHJs must establish a 
maintenance service 
provider approval 
procedure

Clarifies that LHJ may 
establish owner inspection 
program

Increases clarity



WAC 246-272A-0400
Technical advisory group

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result

• Changed title of section.
• Added requirement that Technical Advisory Group 

(TAG) members are selected for three-year terms.
• Added professions to the list of potential TAG 

members.
• Updated verbiage for clarity and consistency with 

remainder of rule.

TAG members will serve three-
year terms

More professions will be 
considered as potential TAG 
members

Increases clarity



WAC 246-272A-0410
Policy advisory group
Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Changed title of section.
• Added requirement that Policy Advisory Group 

(PAG) members are selected for three-year terms.
• Updated verbiage for clarity and consistency with 

remainder of rule.

PAG members will serve three-
year terms

Increases clarity



WAC 246-272A-0420
Waiver of state regulations

Summary of Changes

Draft Change Result
• Added requirement that department publish an 

annual report summarizing waivers issued over 
the previous year.

• Updated verbiage for clarity and consistency with 
remainder of rule.

Department required to publish 
an annual report summarizing
the previous year’s waivers

Increases clarity
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How to Keep Up to Date 
Web Search: “Washington Onsite  Rule Revision”

Or Go to:
https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Wastewater
Management/RulesandRegulations/OnsiteRuleRevision

• Review Latest Proposed 
Language

• Review Meeting Summaries
• Sign up for Email Updates

https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/WastewaterManagement/RulesandRegulations/OnsiteRuleRevision
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