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Acronyms

DOH = Department of Health 
LHJ = Local Health Jurisdiction
LHO = Local Health Officer
OSS = On-site Sewage System
SBOH = State Board of Health
TL = Treatment Level
WAC = Washington Administrative Code
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Chapter 246-272A WAC

WAC 246-272A-0425 requires 
DOH to:

 Evaluate the effectiveness of 
the rule every four years

 Determine if revisions are 
needed

 Report recommendations to 
the state board of health and 
local health officers

OSS Rule Time Line

Healthy Places – Healthy People
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Chronological Rule Reviews

Healthy Places – Healthy People
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2017 Review of Chapter 246-272A WAC
Seven Key Issues Needing Revision Were Identified

Many minor issues needing revision were 
also identified

Definitions

Local management plans

Property transfer inspections

Application of treatment levels

Ultraviolet light (UV) disinfection effectiveness and approval

Horizontal setbacks (system location)

Statewide O&M service provider licensing
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Stakeholder 
Committee 

Develops and 
Makes Revision 

Recommendations 
To DOH

Informal Comment 
Period, Public and 

other Partners 
Provide Input

DOH Makes 
Recommendations 
to the State Board 

of Health

State Board of 
Health Makes 
Decisions and 
Directs Rule 

Writers To Write 
Final Language

Rule Revision Process
The On-site Rule Revision Committee works with DOH to 
provide recommendations to the Washington State Board of 
Health for revisions to chapter 246-272A WAC. 
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Who’s on the Committee?

Af
fe

ct
ed

 G
ro

up
s

Citizens Groups

Shellfish Industry

Environmental 
Groups

WA Realtors

Property Rights 
Groups

In
du

st
ry

OSS Designers

OSS Design Engineers 

National OSS Technology 
Manufacturers

WA OSS Technology 
Manufacturers

OSS Service Providers

OSS Installers

WA On-Site Sewage 
Association

G
ov

er
nm

en
t

WA Dept of 
Ecology

Puget Sound 
Partnership

Tulalip Tribe

LHJ-Western WA 
Large Co

LHJ – Eastern WA 
Large Co

LHJ – Western WA 
Small Co

LHJ – Eastern WA 
Small Co

Voting Members

 DOH facilitates and participates in conversations 
 SBOH attends and provides input
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Significant Draft Revisions

• Local management plans
• Inspection procedures
• Property transfer inspections
• Treatment technology 

approval/Field verification
• Treatment Levels
• Horizontal setbacks
• Hydraulic loading rates
• Repairs
• Minimum lot size and land area



Local Management Plans

Draft Change Result

• Made the requirements for 
all LHJs the same in the 
development of their 
LMPs.

• Added requirement for 
LHJs to revisit plans every 
five years.

• Added requirement for 
department to provide 
written guidance and to 
provide technical support 
to LHJs for development.

Changes requirement for non-Puget LHJ’s LMPs to 
describe how LHJ will:
• Inventory OSS
• Identify sensitive areas where OSS may pose risk
• Identify OSS O&M requirements in sensitive areas
• Educate OSS owners
• Remind OSS owners to do maintenance
• Maintain Records
• Enforce OSS permit and O&M requirements
• Describe capacity of LHJ to fund activities in the plan
• Coordinate plan with the comprehensive land use 

plan
• Provide opportunity for public input into the plan



11

Removed reference 
to Puget Counties, 

making requirements 
the same for all 

counties 



12



13



14

Added requirement that 
LMPs are updated every 

5 years

Added requirement 
to report LMP 

progress annually to 
the department



15



16

Removed 
requirement for non-

Puget counties to 
develop lesser LMPs 



17



18

Added requirement 
for LMP to require 
property transfer 

inspections



19
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Inspection Procedures

Defined minimum inspection procedures for 
routine inspections and property transfer 

inspections  





Defines minimum 
inspection 

procedure elements



Identifies 
minimum 
inspection 

documentation 
requirements
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Property Transfer Inspections

Added requirement for property transfer 
inspections for all OSS statewide







Requires owner to get 
OSS inspected, per 
procedure in -0260, 

before property transfer





Proprietary treatment technology

Added NSF/ANSI 
Standard 245: 

Residential Wastewater 
Treatment Systems -

Nitrogen Reduction as a 
method to verify 

nitrogen reduction for 
proprietary nitrogen 
reducing products

Added NSF/ANSI 
Standard 385 Residential 
Wastewater Treatment 
Systems – Disinfection 

Mechanics as a method 
to verify bacterial 

reduction for proprietary 
supplemental bacterial 

reduction products

• Removed Treatment 
Level D

• Defined “Residential 
Strength Sewage”

• Updated Treatment 
Level E values to 
match new definition 
of Residential Sewage

• Updated Treatment 
Level N to better 
match national 
standard and NSF 
levels

Updated references to current NSF standards 
and added references to new standards

Updated treatment levels



Definition

"Residential sewage" means sewage having the constituency and 
qualitystrength typical of sewage wastewater from domestic households a 
single family residence. To be considered single family residential septic tank 
effluent quality, the levels of CBOD5, TSS and O&G must not exceed the 
following: CBOD5 – 228 mg/L, TSS – 80 mg/L, and O&G – 20 mg/L.



Proprietary treatment technology

Separated bacterial 
reduction testing 

requirements from TSS 
and CBOD5 to better 

align with NSF testing 
and to allow proprietary 
products to be matched 
with various standalone 

disinfection units in 
order to meet treatment 

levels

Added option for testing 
E coli or fecal coliforms 

to verify bacterial 
reduction

Proprietary 
supplemental bacterial 
reduction (disinfection) 
units required to meet 

field performance 
standards. Standards will 

be developed and 
published by DOH.

Changed product performance requirements  Added field performance 
verification requirement



Added disinfection 
levels (DLs) as 
performance 

requirement for 
standalone disinfection 

technology 

Removed treatment level D

Updated treatment level N 
to match NSF standards



Field verification 
requirements to be 
described in DS&G



Bacterial reduction 
determined either through 
NSF Standard 40 testing or 
NSF Standard 385 testing



Treatment Levels

Updated Treatment Levels in response to 
results of literature review, to incorporate 
changes made to treatment standards 
(separating disinfection levels from other 
treatment levels), and for consistency 
throughout Table VI and with Table IX.



Incorporates changes to 
treatment levels

Treatment level 
requirements 

revised due to result 
of literature review 
and for consistency 
throughout Table VI 

and with Table IX



Horizontal Setbacks 

Updated horizontal setbacks, in 
particular to include more types of 

stormwater facilities 



Deleted “suction line” 
from rule

Added new setbacks

Added setbacks to 
stormwater facilities



Clarified that OSS take precedence 
over stormwater facilities



Hydraulic Loading Rates

• Modified Hydraulic Loading Rates table to allow higher 
loading rates for effluent meeting at least Treatment 
Level C and Disinfection Level 3 

• This will allow smaller drainfields with treated effluent



Added new column for 
allowing higher hydraulic 
loading rates (e.g. smaller 

drainfields) with higher 
quality effluent



Repairs 

Defined “Remediation” and added it as option for owners in cases of 
OSS failure

Clarified when permits are/aren’t required

Defined “Malfunction” and “Minor Repair”, creating distinction 
between “Malfunctions” and “Failures”

Defined “Unpermitted Sewage Discharge” and a procedure for LHO 
to follow when it is discovered 



Minor repairs do not 
require a permit



Minor repairs, now a 
defined term, do not 

require a permit



Definitions

“Malfunction” means a system deficiency that can be corrected by means 
of a minor repair.

“Minor repair” means the repair or replacement of any of the following 
existing damaged or malfunctioning OSS components: fifteen (15) feet or 
less of SSAS piping or conveyance; control panels; building sewers; any 
other portions of tightline in the OSS; risers and riser lids; sewage tank 
baffles; effluent filters; sewage tank pumps; pump control floats; and OSS 
inspection boxes and ports where a sewage tank, treatment component, 
or soil dispersal component does not need to be replaced. 

“Remediation” means any action, approved by the local health officer, to 
restore the function of an OSS dispersal component to non-failure status. 
Remediation is not a minor repair, repair, additive, or treatment or 
distribution technology that allows it to meet a specific treatment level.



Establishes remediation 
minimum standards and 
directs LHO to develop a 

full policy



Definition

“Unpermitted sewage discharge” means the discharge of sewage or treated 
effluent associated with an OSS or other sewage disposal that began or was 
installed after 1974 without the approval of any local permitting authorities.



Allows use of 
remediation approved 

by LHJ for failures





Adds 
procedure and 
requirements 

for 
“unpermitted 

sewage 
discharges”, a 
newly defined 

term





Incorporates changes to 
treatment levels

Closest 
horizontal 
distance 
category 

increased by 
5 feet

Required treatment 
level increased to 

match requirements 
in -0230 



Minimum Lot Size and Land Area
Increased minimum land area requirements in Table X, Minimum Land 
Area Requirement For Each Single-Family Residence or Unit Volume of 

Sewage, by 500 – 1000 sq. ft., depending on soil type.

Added “Minimum Usable Land Area” requirement to Table X. This is a 
new requirement.

Developed new methodology and new Table XI for developments that 
do not meet Table X’s requirement. 



Sections (2)(a) –
(2)(d) skipped for 

brevity

Reference to 
Method I and 

Method II 
removed and 

Table X and (5) 
referenced as lot 

size and 
minimum land 

area 
requirements 

sections



[…]

Method II section removed

Minimum 
usable land area 

(a new term) 
requirement 

added

Minimum land 
area (lot size) 

requirements for 
developments 

with public water 
supplies increased 
by 500 – 1000 sq. 
ft., depending on 

soil type

Method II 
sections skipped 

for brevity



Adds procedure for 
proposals that do 
not meet Table X’s 

requirements



Adds nitrogen-based 
minimum size 

determination procedure 
for proposals that do not 

meet Table X’s 
requirements



Other Notable Changes

Pump Chamber Sizing section added (WAC 246-272A-0023)

Statewide Service Provider Licensing –After legal review DOH 
determined that we do not have appropriate authority to license 
service providers. Instead, the revisions require LHJs to establish 

procedure to approve maintenance service providers.

Recommended Standards and Guidance (RS&G) documents renamed to 
Departmental Standards and Guidance (DS&G) documents
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How to Make Comments & Keep Up To Date

Do a Web Search: 
“Washington Onsite  Rule Revision”

Or Go to:
https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Wastewater
Management/RulesandRegulations/OnsiteRuleRevision

Send comments to jeremy.simmons@doh.wa.gov with “Onsite Rule Revision” in the 
subject line. All comments must be received by 5:00 p.m., Tuesday October 8, 2019.

• Find Comment Form

• Review Latest Proposed Language

• Review Meeting Summaries

• Sign up for Email Updates

https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/WastewaterManagement/RulesandRegulations/OnsiteRuleRevision
mailto:jeremy.simmons@doh.wa.gov
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