STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Prevention and Community Health
Post Office Box 47830
Olympia, Washington 98504-7830
711 Washington Relay Service

July 3, 2024

Greetings Honorable Tribal Leaders and Tribal Partners,

SUBJECT: Collaborative - Adapting Breastfeeding Guidelines for Tribal Communities
Respectfully, we request your collaboration on the development of a project to improve
chest/breastfeeding supports. This year’s governor’s budget has allocated $40,000 to promote evidence-

based breastfeeding guidelines for individuals with a substance use disorder or who receive medication-
assisted treatment for a substance use disorder and to adapt the guidelines for tribal communities.

In alignment with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and DOH
Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, we plan to partner with 1-2 community-based organizations
serving American Indian/Alaska Native communities to undertake a project to improve
chest/breastfeeding supports. The aim of the project is to better support tribal families who choose to
chest/breastfeed by assuring access to Tribally informed guidance and align with the recommendations of
the Maternal Mortality Review Panel.

For those interested in learning more about this project, please contact Birth Equity Program Coordinator,
Patanjali de la Rocha, at patanjali.delarocha@doh.wa.gov or Office of Tribal Public Health and Relations
Executive Director, Candice Wilson-Quatz’teanut, at candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov or 360-819-7626.

Sincerely,
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Michele Roberts, MPH, MCHES
Assistant Secretary
Division of Prevention and Community Health

Cc: Patanjali de la Rocha (Mexicatl/Kalinga) - Birth Equity Project Coordinator - Department of Health
Katie Eilers - Office of Family and Community Health Director - Department of Health
Lacy Fehrenbach - Chief of Prevention, Safety and Health - Department of Health
Kristopher Holiday - Chief of Strategic Partnerships - Department of Health
Elizabeth Perez - Chief of Public Affairs and Equity - Department of Health
Kristin Peterson - Chief of Policy, Planning and Evaluation - Department of Health
Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH - Secretary of Health - Department of Health
Jessica Todorovich - Chief of Staff - Department of Health
Candice Wilson Quatz’tenaut (Lummi) - Executive Director OTPHR - Department of Health


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwaportal.org%2Fpartners%2Fpregnant-parenting-children-families-and-substance-use-workgroup%2Flactation-guidance-and-patient-education&data=05%7C02%7CPatanjali.delaRocha%40doh.wa.gov%7Cc1ff7ae9a57e4186074108dc76ba6c4e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638515790266492420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BywXGyo51IJ7NS872rjCHnzxd9t4L1hRzalQyhq7qDk%3D&reserved=0
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/relations/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/public-health-system-resources-and-services/maternal-mortality-review-panel
mailto:patanjali.delarocha@doh.wa.gov
mailto:candice.wilson@doh.wa.gov

