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Health District Opens Medication Centers
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( The [NAME OF LHJ] has established several medication centers for those exposed or potentially exposed to [NAME OF ILLNESS OR AGENT].

[MEDICATION CENTERS OR ALTERNATE CARE CENTERS] are located at [LIST CENTER LOCATIONS]. Those who feel they may have been exposed to the [NAME OF ILLNESS OR AGENT] because they were in [NAME OF AREA] [WHEN?] should report to the nearest [MEDICATION CENTERS OR ALTERNATE CARE CENTERS].
[NAME OF ILLNESS OR AGENT] is [CONTAGIOUS OR NOT CONTAGIOUS] and [CAN OR CANNOT]be passed on to others. Symptoms of [NAME OF ILLNESS OR AGENT] typically develop [EXPOSURE or INCUBATION PERIOD].

Symptoms are [LIST OF SYMPTOMS]. Anyone exhibiting these symptoms should report directly to a hospital.
At the medication center

· There is a large supply of medication.

· There is no charge.

· Staff will assist you.

· The process is simple.

· No identification is required.
· Make a list with the names, ages, weight, and allergies for each member of your family or household and bring it with you to the medication center.

Do not come to a medication center if you are ill or are showing symptoms of [NAME OF ILLNESS OR AGENT]. These centers are designed to dispense protective medication only.

We continue to strongly urge people to voluntarily remain in the area so they can receive appropriate medication as defense against the [NAME OF ILLNESS OR AGENT]. Those receiving medication from another physician, medical facility or [MEDICATION CENTERS OR ALTERNATE CARE CENTERS], should follow all instructions they receive with their prescription.
Public health personnel are working with emergency response partners to investigate this outbreak. Additional resources to meet the needs of the public are being requested from state and federal resources.

The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have been notified and have distributed information to other states alerting them to the situation. Public health staff and health care providers in other areas should be alert for symptoms of anthrax and should take case histories to determine if their patients were in [ NAME OF AREA ] area on, or since [ WHEN? ].
For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS]. We have also opened a toll-free hotline for general information at [PHONE NUMBER].
# # #

NOTE: The next press conference will take place later this afternoon in the [PLACE, ROOM].  The time will be announced.







