DRAFT TEMPLATE

	MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Add Logo of Health Jurisdiction]
	News Release


For immediate release:  August 6, 2007 

Contacts:
 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Contact 1 Name] MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Contact 1 Phone]

MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Contact 2 Name] MACROBUTTON DoFieldClick [Contact 2 Phone]
Health District Establishes Alternate Care Centers
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( The [ NAME OF LHJ ] has established several alternate care centers for those who are exhibiting symptoms of [NAME OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER].

Alternate care centers are located at [ LIST ALTERNATE CARE CENTERS ]. People who are experiencing symptoms of [NAME OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER] should report to the nearest alternate care center. Those who may have been exposed to the virus are people who were in [NAME OF AREA] [ WHEN? ] or have been in close contact with someone who is infected. 
Symptoms of [NAME OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER] are fever, rashes, body aches, headache and fatigue. Severely ill patients may also show signs of shock, bleeding and damage to the blood vessels in major organs, including the liver, lungs, nervous system, and occasionally, the kidneys. 
[NAME OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER] is contagious and can be passed on to others. Symptoms develop usually within a matter of days up to several weeks after exposure. Avoid close contact with people who are exhibiting symptoms of hemorrhagic fever.

There is no cure for [NAME OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER]; patients will receive supportive care only. Protecting the public and working to contain the outbreak continue to be our top priorities. Every effort is being made to meet the medical needs of the community.

The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have been notified and have distributed information to other states alerting them to the outbreak. 
For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS]. We have also opened a toll-free hotline for general information at [PHONE NUMBER].
###

NOTE: The next press conference will take place later this afternoon in the [ PLACE, ROOM ].  The time will be announced.







