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	Additional Information on
Anthrax
	[insert your logo here]


Immediate Action
· Stay at home; stay tuned to radio or television news broadcasts for updates.
· DO NOT go to an emergency room unless you are sick.
· Antibiotics must be prescribed/administered by medical professional.  
Treatment
· Antibiotics are effective if started within 1-6 days after infection.

· Vaccination may also be recommended in some cases.

· Anthrax is not contagious.

· Bleach can kill the bacteria on surfaces.

· DO NOT drink bleach or use on skin.  
Precautions for people in the (geographic) area of exposure
· Emergency management teams will let you know if you need to evacuate the area.
· Stay in your area so you do not kick up dust.
· Cover your mouth with a handkerchief or clothing.
· Skin anthrax starts with bump like an insect bite; in 1-2 days becomes a swelling, then painless open sore.
· Anthrax breathed into the body (inhalation anthrax) has flu-like symptoms, but differ because there is no runny nose, which is typical of the flu and common cold. 
· Symptoms of anthrax usually occur within 7 days.
· If a letter or package is the source of the biological material, close the doors and windows of the room where the source is located and turn off the air-conditioning, heating, and fans.
· Consult your doctor at first sign of illness.
