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Radioactive Materials Confirmed at Explosion Site
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( Emergency workers have determined that the explosion in [AREA OF EXPLOSION] did contain some radioactive material. This was NOT a nuclear bomb. We are working to determine levels of radioactive contamination and whether any radiation may have traveled away from the site of the explosion. The public should stay away from the area to help response efforts and to reduce the possibility of radiation exposure from this incident.
People who were not in the [NAME OF AREA] have an extremely low chance of exposure to the radioactive materials. However, there is a possibility that the wind carried smaller amounts of radiation away from the site of the explosion. 
To help assure that you and your family remain safe, please stay indoors. If you are located within [DISTANCE FROM EXPLOSION] of [AREA OF EXPLOSION], you should close the doors and windows and turn off fans that bring in air from the outside.  Freestanding fans that recirculate air in a room or air conditioning systems do not bring in air from the outside and are safe to use.
If you were at the [ AREA OF EXPLOSION ] since [ TIME OF EXPLOSION ], you should:

· Change your clothes and place the clothes you had been wearing in a plastic bag, which will likely reduce any contamination by about 80-90%.

· If possible, take a shower with warm – not hot – water and gently wash your body and hair with ordinary soap and shampoo. 
· Stay indoors. If it is determined to be safer in another location, emergency personnel will advise you where to go. 
· Do not go to a hospital unless you were injured in the explosion, or have another medical emergency requiring immediate treatment.
The water from your faucet is safe to drink or bathe in. Food in your house is also safe although food that was outdoors since [TIME OF EXPLOSION] today within a few miles of [AREA OF EXPLOSION] may not be safe.
We ask the public to avoid using telephones – including cell phones – to ensure lines are available for emergency response personnel. We are also requesting that the media not fly over the scene so that airspace is available for emergency air responders, and to reduce air movement around the scene.

Working with our partners to help protect the public remains our top priority. Every effort is being made to meet the emergency needs of the community. 

For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS] . We have also opened a toll-free hotline for general information at [PHONE NUMBER].
# # #

NOTE: The next press conference will take place later this afternoon in the [PLACE, ROOM].  The time will be announced.
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