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	Additional information on Smallpox
	[insert your logo here]


Immediate Action

· Stay at home; tune to radio or television for instructions.

· DO NOT go to an emergency room unless you are sick.

· Smallpox is contagious; health officials may advise wearing a face mask when you go out.

· Infected persons should be isolated.

· After smallpox exposure, victim has a few days to get the vaccine.

Treatment

· Before exposure, smallpox vaccine can prevent disease.

· After exposure, vaccination within 3 days will completely prevent or significantly modify the effects of the disease in most people.

· Vaccination 4-7 days after exposure may modify the severity of the disease.

· Persons treating smallpox victims should be vaccinated, and wear gloves, gowns, and masks.

· Insure that clothing, towels, bed sheets, etc., are not used by uninfected persons.

· Bleach will kill viruses on the surface.

· Do NOT drink bleach or use on skin.

Precautions
· If you have symptoms, consult a health care provider as soon as possible.

· Emergency management teams will let you know if you need to evacuate the area.

· Cover your mouth with a handkerchief or clothing.
· Avoid close contact with those who have the disease.

· If a letter or package is the source of the biological material, close the doors and windows of the room where the source is located and turn off the air-conditioning, heating, and fans.
· If infected, you should get the vaccination as soon as possible.  Vaccination within three days of exposure will completely prevent or significantly reduce the severity of the disease in the vast majority of people.  Vaccination with four to seven days after exposure likely offers some protection from disease or may modify the severity of the disease.
