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IN TERO F FICE  M EM O RA N D UM  

TO: MIKE AULT, USEW GENERAL MANAGER  

FROM: BRIAN LINDMAN, ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY DIRECTOR   

SUBJECT: 2017 USEW MANAGEMENT AUDIT REPORT (ROP-104) 

DATE: 11/23/3017 

 

The Annual US Ecology Washington (USEW) Management Review was completed on November 14 and 

15, 2017 as prescribed in Section 3.1.3 of the USEW Facility Standards Manual (FSM) and USEW ROP-104.  

 

During the course of the audit, personnel from site management, operations, and radiation safety and 

control departments were interviewed or contacted for information. Overall, the facility staff 

demonstrated a strong understanding of the requirements of the License, FSM, ROPs and Quality 

Assurance program. All staff members consulted during the audit provided information in a timely and 

professional manner. No major findings were documented during this audit. 

 

Two shipments from Areva were received during the time of the management review. All processes I 

observed were conducted in accordance with site procedures and other regulatory requirements. I was 

briefed of the radiological hazards and provided with appropriate PPE prior to being escorted into the 

restricted area to observe landfill placement activities. I also observed the partial construction of a 

polyethylene secondary containment structures by the operations staff in order to comply with a USEW 

license condition involving shipments containing Uranium 235. Markings and signage on the restricted 

area fence were in good condition. There was some shrinkage in trench 13, but this was already noted in 

existing site inspections. The fourth quarter (4Q) groundwater sampling event was well underway as 

required. 

 

A daily safety meetings were conducted first thing both days of the review. The second day the team 

reviewed aerial platform safety procedures.  The last formal safety committee meeting was on September 

26, 2017 and was document and posted on the bulletin board as required.   

 

I appreciate the time and cooperation provided by the USEW staff during my visit. Attached you will find 

the Facility Management Checklist (ROP 104-1), documenting the complete list of the items reviewed 

during my visit.   

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

 

Transmitted via e-mail 
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FACILITY:        US Ecology Washington, Inc.                                                      

DATE OF INSPECTION:          November 14 & 15, 2017        NUMBER:       N/A 

DATE OF LAST INSPECTION:       October 25 & 26, 2017                  NUMBER:        N/A 

NAME OF INSPECTOR:    Brian Lindman                      

FACILITY REPRESENTATIVE:      Sean Murphy                          

 
FACILITY MANAGEMENT AUDIT CHECKLIST 4-1 

A.  SAFETY YES NO N/A COMMENTS 

1.  Is facility safety equipment inspected and readily available, including fire control?     

2.  Are all personnel trained in the use of safety equipment and procedures?     

3.  Are regular safety meetings conducted? Indicate date of last meeting.             9/26/2017 

4.  Are safety meetings documented?     

5.   Were any violations of good safety practices observed?    
No gloves while measuring 

water levels in GW wells.  

6.   Was proper protective clothing worn by personnel during disposal operations?     

7.   Have previous safety and management audits been reviewed for outstanding 

items? 
    

8.   Is an emergency plan for meeting potentially dangerous situations by evacuating 

the site posted on the bulletin board?  
    

9.   Is all monitoring equipment properly used at entrance to disposal area?     

10.  Are proper surveys conducted of facility equipment and personnel leaving the 
controlled area?                        

B.  EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS     

1.   Is maintenance area orderly and free of safety hazards?    Very clean and organized.  

C.  SECURITY     

1.  Is security fence in good repair?    See note 1 below.  

2.  Are keys properly controlled?     

D.  RECEIPT AND DISPOSAL OF WASTE     

1.   Was State Inspector present during inspection?     

2.   Were all waste shipments accompanied by properly executed shipment records 

certifications and permits including a Washington State Patrol or Washington 

State Utilities and Transportation Commission vehicle inspection certificate or a 

visible Washington State 90-day vehicle inspection seal?   

    

3.   Was each shipment accompanied by a properly executed materials and 

certification properly executed by a representative of the shipper / 

generator of the waste?     

    

4.   Was a survey of incoming vehicles conducted?    Not witnessed during my visit. 

5.    Was a survey conducted during off-loading and handling operations to assess 

radiation and contamination levels and to identify problem situations? 
   Not witnessed during my visit. 

6.    Were surveys conducted of the vehicles before release?    Not witnessed during my visit. 

7.    Were survey results documented?     

8.   Were open burial trenches surrounded by a chain link fence, 8 feet high, topped 

with barbed wire? 
    

9.    Was waste off-loaded and placed in trench in accordance with procedures?      
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D.   RECEIPT AND DISPOSAL OF WASTE (Cont.) YES NO N/A COMMENTS 

10.  Were any damaged packages observed during off-loading or disposal 

procedures? 
    

11.  Were any damaged packages observed in the active trench?      

12.  Was all waste stored above ground in accordance with the license?     

13.  Is capability maintained for safely opening and inspecting contents of packages 

and for preparing damaged or leaking packages 

for disposal or return to shipper?   

    

14.  Were proper notifications made regarding damaged packages?    None witnessed.  

15.  Were proper personnel and radiation detection equipment available during 

receipt, handling, packaging, repackaging and disposal operations? 
    

16.  Was specified waste segregated as required by the License?     

E.   INSPECTION OF CLOSED TRENCHES     

1.   Are all capped trenches surrounded by fence in good repair?    See note 1 below. 

2.   Are all capped trenches completely covered with at least six inches of large gravel 

and rock, extending at least 10 feet beyond the edges of the trenches? 
    

3.   Is a monument with prescribed information in place on each capped trench?      

4.   Does a minimum of eight feet of earth (compacted where possible) separate the 

wastes and natural grade level of trench opening? (Trenches 1 through 6 

excluded) 

    

5.   Is a permanent record of each trench or other waste disposal area boundaries 

maintained? 
    

6.  Was any erosion, shrinkage or settlement noted in trench caps?     Eastside settling of trench 13.  

F.  ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND SURVEILLANCE CONDITIONS     

1.  Has environmental monitoring been conducted as required?      

2.  Have results of sample analyses been forwarded to the State as required?     

3.   In the event action levels are exceeded, have the proper notifications been made?     

4.   Have the personnel surveys been conducted as required?      

5.   Has the quarterly facility inspection maintenance program been completed 

and documented?   
    

6.   Are passive monitoring devices in place?     

7.   Have passive monitoring devices been replaced and analyzed as required with 

results recorded for inspection by the WDOH? 
    

G.  TRENCH CONSTRUCTION     

1.   Is immediate area surrounding perimeter of trench under construction graded level    No existing construction. 

2.   Has the State of Washington been notified prior to use of all new trenches?     No existing construction. 

H.  GENERAL     

1.   Has the WDOH been notified within 30 days of any changes in the disposal 

facility? 
    

2.   Has the Facility Manager conducted and documented the weekly inspection of 

operating checklists and facility operations? 
    

I.    QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM     

1.   A documented quality assurance program has been established.     

2.    Is the QA matrix out of date?    But update while onsite.  

3.    Items and services covered by the quality assurance program have been identified.     

4.    Program provides for the indoctrination and training of personnel performing 
activities affecting quality.     

5.    Management regularly reviews the status and adequacy of the quality assurance     
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program. 

J. DOCUMENT CONTROL YES NO N/A COMMENTS 

1.   Measures are established to control the issuance of documents that 
prescribe activities affecting quality.  (Training) 

    

2.   Measures are established to assure that documents, including changes, are 
reviewed for adequacy and approved for release by authorized personnel. 

    

3.   Provisions for the appropriate document to be distributed to and used at the 
location where the prescribed activity is performed are established. 

    

4.   Changes to documents are reviewed and approved by the same 

organizations that performed the original review and approved, unless other 

organizations are designated 

    

K.   QA RECORDS     

1.   Records are maintained to furnish documentary evidence of the quality of 
items and of activities affecting quality. 

    

2.   Records include, as appropriate, results of reviews, inspections, tests, 

audits, material analysis, and data, such as qualification of personnel 

procedures and equipment. 

    

3.   Measures are established to assure that records are identifiable and 

retrievable 
    

4.   Measures include requirements and responsibilities for record transmittal, 
retention and maintenance subsequent to completion of work. 

    

L.   AUDITS, SURVEILLANCE, AND MANAGERIAL CONTROLS     
1.   Provisions are established for a system of planned and periodic audits to 

verify the implementation and effectiveness of the implementation of 
quality assurance programs (internal and external). 

    

2.   External audits of quality related vendors are performed as appropriate.     
3.   Audits are performed in accordance with written procedures, plans, and 

checklists. 
    

4.   Do trained personnel not having direct responsibility in the area being 
audited perform audits? 

    

5.   Audit results are documented and reviewed by management having 
responsibility in the area audited. 

    

6.   Follow-up action, including re-audit of deficient areas is performed as 

necessary. 
    

 

I.   SUMMARY: 

 

1) Some small varmint holes on the bottom of the fence and significant tumbleweed on the south fence so I could not see the fence 

condition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




